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THE INCENTIVE COMPONENTS OF THE TOURIST OFFER
FROM THE ROMANIAN TISA BASIN - MAJOR MARKERS OF THE
REGIONAL TOURIST DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY
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ABSTRACT - This paper makes a thoroughly analysis of the rfagtors which stimulate and define
the tourism in the Tisa River basin in concernirmghbthe primary touristic offer (the natural ane th
anthropic frame) and the infra-structural composgim order to identify the main opportunities of
tourism development that are to be found as wetb ggefigure the direction of this field’s devetopnt,
which points out a real potential from this poifitveew. Consequently, after a preliminary identtfion

of the whole range of tourist resources that arpliad or can be implied in making the attractive
endowment of the analysed region, we establishmii@ planning priorities, so that — on this basi® —
indicate the main types of tourism and the possiolerist arrangements whose practising and,
respectively, achievement, would permit the plenatggration of the Tisa River basin into the regib
national, and international tourist circuits.

Keywords: tourist resources, tourism prospective researdiraciiveness, assessment, tourist
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INTRODUCTION

The overlapped geographical space of the Romangmriver basin — integrating entirely ten
counties (Alba, Arad, Bihor, Bista-Nasiud, Cluj, Hunedoara, MaramyreMures, Silaj, Satu Mare)
and partially other three counties (Harghita, Sional Timis) - has enough arguments from a tourist
point of view, as well for the integration into thational tourism, for the involvement in the glbba
European international tourism, and also for atitngctourist flows from the neighbouring countries
(Hungary, Ukraine and even Serbia), as well as fitterwhole Europe.

The natural background belonging to some major rahtgeographical units (such as the
Carpathian Mountains, the Transylvanian Depressinod the Western Plain), together with the
richness and the variety of the anthropogenic awilgar for the historic regions coagulated in time
and space (Transylvania, Banat,s@na and Maramugg have lead to the individualisation and the
enforcement of the natural and anthropogenic toyaential which is complex, valuable and
diversified, as a fundamental factor of tourismalepment and as primary tourist offer which shapes
this geographical space within Romania, withinTiea river basin, but also of the European space.

I. THE NATURAL TOURIST POTENTIAL , as a whole and by components, exercises a
great power of attraction for various categoriestanirists, actual and potential, determining the
proliferation of a various range of types and forofigourism. According to the dominance of one
component or another, one notices specific oriematfor the tourist facilities adapted to the eliéint
revaluations of the primary tourist offer.
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1.1 The tourism potential of the relief(the morpho-tourist potential) stands out throtigg
landscape features, its variety and the touristrg@l, being closely related to the structurédiogy,
tectonics and the impact of the external shapirgofa. From this point of view, the Carpathian
mountain region is important, through the hypsoimetnd morphologic contrast in relation with the
depression areas and the fields that surround #mehthrough the wide variety of relief forms affare
to this. The attractiveness of the morphologicabrgces is related to their wide variety due to the
classification into the varied categories of retemprised between less than 100 m and over 2500 m,
with a long and varied geological structure and,pasd with an impact on all the components of the
natural environment, through the value and therditseof the tourist attractiveness.

According to their genesis, lithology and evolatiothree morphological mountainous
categories are emphasised, each with their diffecemist forms and monuments:

1.1.1 The glacial relief contributes to the constitution of an exceptidoatrist offer due to the
presence of a diversified and extremely spectagalage of sculptural relief forms (peaks, cirques,
depressions, steep slopes, thresholds, and glesllys) detailed by the subsequent peri-glacial
processes. This is located at the highest altitoeieg the result of the Quaternary icebergs’ adtiom
Riss and Wurm interglacial periods. The glaciakfdbrms are very important in the Rodna Mountains
where all the categories mentioned are found wihegial landscape and aesthetic impact: monumental
peaks located at altitudes which exceed 2000 mPé&trosul Rodnei, Ineu,a8jalau, Buhiescu, Rebra,
Galai, Laptelui Mare, Negoiasa, Repedea, Cormaia,; etaryow peaks with frequent ridge sectors (e.qg.
Piciorul Masului sector, Pietrosu-Rebra sector, etc.) and épethe simple glacial circuses (such as
the ones around Ineu peak and the ones on the oppeses of the Putredu, Bistricioru, Izvorul Cailo
Negoiescu, Puzdrele, Bigti Aurie valleys) or complex (e.g. Buhaiescu, Repgdeith variable
dimensions and holding great relief forms of thepek, huge trails of debris at the base and water
accumulations under the form of glacial lakes (asslthan 23 such “sea eyes”, e.g. Lala Mare,
Buhaescu, Pietrosul, Ineu, Lala, Izvoru Bigtj Cimpoiasa, Miliasa, etc.). In many cases, the contact
between the glacial cirques and the glacial vallegsn downstream is marked by thresholds and
especially by glacial steep slopes which allowed tmstallation” of some spectacular morpho-
hydrographical components: waterfalls (the mostresgntative being the Cascada Cailor - Horses
Waterfall and, of smaller dimensions, the watesféllegoiescu, Butescu, Repedea, Puzdra, Verde,
etc.). The forms peculiat to the glacial relieft btilarger dimensions, are found in the Retezatigrof
mountains located in the Southern Carpathians, aschpyramid-shaped peaks covered by peri-glacial
deposits (exceeding frequently 2400 m), spectaq@daks (such as the one between Zlata peak in the
west and Lazrului peak in the east, 18 km long) and especthllysimple and complex glacial cirques
(e.g. Peleaga,afoaga, Bucura), many of them hosting extremelyupgstgue glacial lakes (almost 80,
the most representatives being Portii, Agatat, Ana, Viorica, Florica, as well as Bucura, the vate
glacial lake in the Carpathians, having an areavef 10 ha, and ahoaga, the deepest glacial lake in
Romania, 29 m deep).

1.1.2 The volcanic and sedimentary-volcanic relief is characteristic of the western part of the
central-northern sector of the Eastern Carpathitites, O3 Mountains, the Gutai, th&ibles and
partially the Glimani and the Bargu Mountains, forming the longest Neogene volcartiairt in
Europe, whose subaerial evolution corroborated thighaction of the differentiated erosion led te th
formation of some morphological categories formasgemblies with very special landscapes and a
physiognomic impact.

Within these, the most important features are ltitude forests (hammocks) (volcanic necks
under the form of forests or isolated piles) sejgardy epigenetic valleys with short canyon sectors
(specific to the low mountains of @acone type peaks (Gutai, 1442 m, kgrli303 m, composed of
basaltic andesite), erosion outliers of some crtee volcanic apparatuses, subsequently destroyed
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during the last eruptions or by further erosiom.(€ocaului peak formed on andesite as an erosion
outlier), steep slopes, depression basins in vaagglomerations (such as the one on the Izvoarelo
Plateau, on the Runcu Valley §tefan’s Meadow, at the source of the Mara rivery aspecially,
valleys in canyons, dug into andesite rocks (sushRancu Canyon, afarului Canyon, Mara's
Canyon, $parta Canyon, Firizei Canyon, all in the Gutai Moungiand waterfalls (Cavar, Mires,
Valea Neag); the great caldera (with a diameter of 10 kmjh& Gilimani volcanic mountains, the
most representative and massive in the Easterra@aaps (2100 m altitude), is the dominant part and
represents a succession of peaks situated in@asiggosition around the great caldera (PietrelgiRo
Tamau, Ratitis, Voivodeasa, @imani-lzvor, Gilimani-Cerbul), to which the vertical walls are add
such as the ones in front of the Fence or the smliipolumns in the volcanic agglomerations which
form the complex of the 12 Apostles or the coluritam Pietrele Raii and Tihu.

The landscape of the volcanic mountains is congbleie the one of the volcano-sedimentary
massifs of theTibles Mountains (with a dome-like relief, with a centgidantic cupola at 1842 m high,
consisting of three twin peak$ibles, Arcer, Stegiorul) or Bargau (with volcanic neeldich detach as
stacks over the sandy structures, with spectacalayons formed in their depth, such as the ones fro
Colibita), or by the massifs of the Gurghiu and the H#aghespectively, characterised by the presence of
the well-preserved craters and huge calderas §emaive is Fanceld&ana with a diameter of 13 km,
continued in the south by Sa&aimus, Ciumani, Harghita cone and Luci), which lie frowrth to south
and are surrounded by a wide volcanic plateau fomheolcanic agglomerations that descend fromteast
west.

The volcanic relief developed in andesite and lsdalfound in the south of the Apuseni
Mountains (the Metaliferi Mountains), characteridgdthe presence of some sharp conic peaks and
hammocks (8varsin, Corabia, Ve, Gizanesti), but also by some lava and pyroclastic plateaus
solidified basaltic formations in vertical prismratolumns (such as Detunatele) exhumed as result of
subaerial erosion.

1.1.3. Therelief on limestones and conglomerates. Although characterised by isolation, this
type of relief occupies a privileged position witithe morphologic tourist potential and it is defin
through a great variety of shapes, many of themacierised by monumentality, resulted from intense
differentiated erosion processes correlated witla@entuated tectonic activity or through chemical
action on limestones (the dissolution of the watens precipitations loaded with CO2).

a. In the first case, a great variety of positivadigf formsare formed under the shape of
structural plateaus and narrow peaks (e.g. Piatngufatici in Hasmasu Mare) or, even more
contrasting, of isolated massifs, narrow peaksesitone plateaus (in the Trasdountains from the
Apuseni Mountains). In addition, in the Apusenif buthe western and central sector (Codru Moma
and Rdurea Craiului, Bihor-Btrana, respectively), one notices the wide limestplateaus (such as
Vagcau, Raia-Zece Hotare, Scisoara-Ocoale, respectively), as well as the isoldiestone
occurrences from Pietrele Ampai in the Metaliferi Mountains or the Pietrele Alisem the south of
the Viadeasa Mountains.

b. The karst reliefexo- and endokarst) represents the componenttétinaximum impact of
the landscape, characteristic especially of the t¥vlesCarpathians (especially in the Apuseni
Mountains and in particular in the Bihor and theliea Craiului Mountains).

The exokarst (the surface karst), less represeetadr tourism, is important especially for the
karst depressions of the hill type (&#€ Ponorului and the ones on the Karst PlateaBadfisoara,
belonging to the Brana Mountains, stand out through their impressgs; they also appear in the
Pidurea Craiului and the Codru Moma Mountains) arel lills, among which Ponor in the Padi
Plateau is a classical example through its aspe, but also through the specific componentse— th
bottom layers and the temporary karst lakes. Teehthe dissolution channels are added (present
especially in the massifs of the Apuseni Mountaths: Bihor Mountains, the Codru Moma and the
Padurea Craiului, but also the ones belonging tcStimeanu Mountains in the Southern Carpathians).
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The endokarst (or the underground karst) is theirkmh element of tourist attractiveness in the
Apuseni Mountains. Due to the richness of the stdnteous landscape offer, one can differentiateemor
categories of caves among whitle caves with speleothen{gbsilor Cave in Chjciu, Altarului Cave,
Pojaru Poliei Cave, Cioaca cu Brebenei, all in the Apuseni Mams, then Comarnic Cave, in the
Anina Mountains — Banat, Cioclovina afidra Mare in the Luncani Plateau located in the evagpart
of theSureanu Mountainsthe caves which impress through the size of thieesabeousempty spaces
and water flows (such as the Vantului Cave, Mefiade, the Karst complex of Ggte Ponorului,
Petera Neagt); the caves housing fossil icebergs (e.gtd?a Ghearul in Sd@risoara with the largest
fossil ice accumulation — 75,000 mc with ice spilemes, or the caves of Focul Viu, BgrBarsa and
Vartop); the caves which host paleontological moenis, the ones of Ursus spaeleus (thgldds
Bears’ Cave in Chkcau, Magura Cave, Zmeilor Cave in Onceasa, Coiba Mare )Cétve caves with
traces of inhabitancy of the prehistoric man (Chlmic Cave in the Apuseni, the cave in Cuciulat
located in the SomgePlateau). Most of these caves hold more attractweponents, including lengths of
hundreds of metres and even several kilometreschwhre suitable for improvement for tourist
knowledge and visit.

The largest concentration of subterraneous emmgespis found in the Apuseni Mountains,
over 2500 caves among which several dozens pragestential tourist interest and at least five save
offer conditions for improvements at internatiorstdndards, together with and compared to the
Ursilor-Bears’ Cave in Chtau (the Iceberg Cave of @tsoara, Vantului Cave, Altarului Cave,
Pojarul Poliei Cave, etc.). In the Apuseni Mountains, there sageral concentrations of caves
presenting tourist interest, especially the one¢him Bihor Mountains, where there are the areas of
Cettile Ponorului and PagliPlateau in the centre, thesidor-Bears’ Cave in CRcau, in the western
part, and the sector of Sigtelului Canyon, the area of 8ggoara-Ocoale Plateau in the south (with
the Pgtera Ghearul - Iceberg Cave of Sasoara, Pojarul Paki Cave, lonele’s Gate, the village of
Casa de Pialr as well as countless springs), the SameCald Basin in the east, with a high
concentration of karst phenomena, as well as theakbed Somgul Cald Bazaar, the caves of Ponor,
from Firii Valley, Altarului, etc.

The Rodna Mountains, having isolated limestonesuwences and crystalline limestones
occurrences, stand out through the longest cavéieirEastern Carpathians, poorly shaped, others
with strong tectonic activity and developed on teetical line, as well as Izvorulalisoarelor Cave,

15 km long, to which the caves of Jghiabul lui galilzvorul Albastru of 1za, Bgliei can be added.

In the Banat Mountains, the endokarst is repredehie90 caves, among which the most
important are Comarnic Cave, the longest and ptiegethe most important and varied subterraneous
landscape, as well as Bohui caves and a large nushiserings and karst springs.

Other concentrations of endokarst monuments atber_uncani Plateau, from the western
part of Sureanu Mountains, with small and mediunedicaves, developed on more levels and very
strongly shaped (theiRriei Cave, Tecuri Caveura Mare Cave, Boliei Cave and the karst complex
of Cioclovina-Ponoréaci).

1.1.4 Thetourist potential of the Carpathian canyons

a. The canyon valleygepresent one of the most spectacular morpho-gyapbic phenomena
from the Carpathian region, developed on shortosectf hundreds of metres or several kilometres,
strongly deepened on hundreds of metres, mosedirttes in limestones of karstic origin functioniamg
long time as subterraneous flows — caves whoséngedollapsed afterwards or were formed by
antecedence.

The most attractive elements are the narrow vallegst of the times of several metres wide,
with steep slopes and the presence of circulaneticms on the walls, with filled sectors and rlike
relief, with terraces and floors of trees and graggetation, valleys with strong slopes, with wztks
and white waters, pressure tubes.
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The area of the Apuseni Mountains hosts a high murabspectacular canyons, developed on
the main courses, as well as on their tributakédy short lengths, concentrated within the limesto
area of the Metaliferi Mountains (on Geoagiu valéew its tributaries the Ardeu, Balsa, Bacaia,
Cibului) and especially the TrascMountains (with the most representative concéintraof canyons
from the Carpathian unit: Ampei, Fenegului, Galdei, Geoagiului, Ramdui, Rasiei, Rupturii,
Tecsatilor, Aiudului and in the north of the AgeRiver, Turzii and Turului Canyons) or the Muntele
Mare (Borzgtilor, Pociovalitei, Valisoara, Runcu Raga, etc.). Another concentration of canyons is
in the basin of the Gl Pietros River, where most important are Galb&aihyon and the sectors of
canyons in the Boga basin (tributary of thes@riPietros) and Sigkiielului Canyon (tributary of the
Crisul Negru).

The presence of the sectors of canyons, on comsildelengths, can be also noticed on the
tributaries from the Banat Mountains, such as Jutoi Canyons, Minis, Bohui, Gastiei or Barzava.

b. The gorge valleyare the Carpathian sectors of more complex lapdsaad morphology,
developed on the first rank tributaries of the DamuThese represent sectors of tens of kilometres,
deepened by different categories of rocks formeithijnay antecedence and presenting successions of
narrow sectors with the steep slopes followed Iyresions developed around the confluences. The
most representative components belonging to thisgoay are the gorges of To@liDeda (on the
Mures), Aries, Crisul Repede (the sector between Bologa and Vadsul@i), Crisul Alb, Somaul
Cald in Lapustesti, Someul Canyon (sectors from TurtatJibou andicau), Bistrita Ardeleaa.

1.2. The tourist and climate potential is closely related to the general features ofténeperate
continental climate with oceanic and sub-Meditezeaminfluences to which the climate location ared th
nuances of the climate features determined byeief from 100 m altitude to over 2400 m altitude a
added.

The main climate elements, especially the thermahponent, the humidity and the
atmospheric circulation, are very important in thdividualisation of the bioclimatic indexes (the
thermal comfort, the bioclimatic stress, the aimigation of the atmosphere) which form a climatid a
therapeutic complex which can contribute to thetieation of the ability to adapt and strengthen of
the persons who suffer from the domestication symér (they have lost the ability to adapt and react
to the effects of the natural climatic factors).efhfeatures and the effects on the human body,
together with other natural factors (as well asttieemal and mineral resources) shape the areahiwhi
are favourable for practising the specific spaviadis.

The climatic features of the bio-climates are alted the interaction of the climatic featurestwit
the morphological ones, standing out through tleeagheutic qualities with an important impact on the
human body, stimulating or improving the deficimtctions of the body or favouring some of the ffjmec
tourist activities such as the climatic therapyhar winter sports. Among these, we mention then -
climate, the hill and the sub-mountain bio-climatel the mountain bio-climate which is very stimuolgt

A specific microclimate is the one afferent to et mines, recommended to the persons
suffering from acute bronchitis and asthma. Theafbf the exposure to this type of microclimate is
the reduction of what is called “hunger for airgutbled by the sensation of suffocation of the chitd
and the older persons. The only utility of thiseyipr the treatment of the respiratory affections
Praid, an example which can be used in the fututkd case of the salt mines of Turda and Ocna Dej.

Another important climatic component, with impaattbe European mountain tourism, but also
on one in Romania, is the snow layer, which throtgtfeatures (duration, thickness, consistency and
stability), limited by the altitude which does retceed 300 m in the mountain area included in the
analysed area, offers normal quantities of solidcipitations during winter, the possibility for
practising winter sports and utilities with a complfeatures for a larger number of Romanian and
foreign tourists, under the form of mountain resdor winter sports and sky areas, spread on Jariab
surfaces and developed until the upper mountairit.lithere are natural conditions, morpho-
climatic conditions in the Carpathian region thiéda the development of this tourism category in
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other locations as well, besides the ones alreatbgiiated into the profile offer (B@, Cavnic,
Izvoare, Mogea, Suior, Toplita, Izvoru Murgului, Arieseni, Biisoara, Moneasa).

1.3. The hydro-geographic tourist potential is remarkable for the Romanian area of the Tisa
basin and is an important factor with impacts dnvater categories.

a. The hydro-mineral and thermal resources arérdtecomponents of the environment that have
been fitted and revaluated, in a certain manneGdmative and leisure purposes from the anciemdto
period, the most famous examples are the thermédrsvaf Geoagiu B (Germisara — Thermae
Dodonae) and &an (Aque), to which we may add the salty waterSaifnae (Ocna Musg

The geological and tectonic conditions have alloveedrery wide range of phreatic and
subterraneous waters within the Romanian Tisa basinegards the hydro-chemical composition, the
temparature and the used flows. Due to their enigpddisherapeutic qualities, they have contributed t
their special development, being very numerousnftbe point of view of the accommodation units
and the curative features of many spa resortsifigfrent sizes and ranks. Moreover, the potential o
the mineral and thermal waters may be consideredfiast rank component to the development of the
modern tourism, but also as a revival factor of Rmenanian tourism, in general, and of the analysed
territory, in particular.

Among more than 15 hydro-climatic types (summingstef subtypes) counted on the analysed
territory, we mention some that, through their #pautic qualities, territorial size, available wate
volume, have been involved in the promotion anediification of tourism:

- The carbonated mineral watease the most representative and stand out thrihvgghumerous
springs, concentrated mainly in the perimeter efrtiofette area of the Eastern Carpathians with thei
two sub-divisions: OaGutéi-Toroiaga and &imani-Harghita. They are connected to the dry emid
post-volcanic gas emissions, containing,@@ich is very dissoluble and to which other subsés
are added, diversifying the curative spectre ob¢heaters. There are several thousands of natural
springs, but also artificial ones, through drainaipeind especially in the @aDepression, in the
eastern part of the Maramgr®epression and on the southern border of the mmaaountains of
Gutéi, in the upper basin of the SamleMare and at the border of the Gurghiu and theghita
Mountains with the intra-Carpathian depression it the Transylvanian Depression. The deposits
in the south of the Apuseni Mountains and sevgrahgs at the border with the Western Hills belong
to the same hydro-chemical type. These waters ecemrmended in the treatment of cardiac,
circulatory and digestive affections. The mineraltevs belong to the same type and have contributed
to the development of well known spa resorts, agBangeorz-#, Buzias, Lipova, Tinca, etc. or of
some locations, less important, but with remarkalskeful potential (Bixad, Bilbor, Sarageni, Bodoc,
Malnas Bii, Zizin, etc.).

- Salty mineral watergontain NacCl in different concentrations (from el grams to several
hundred grams per litre) and are related to thegoree of the salt deposits close to the surfacey Th
are found under the form of salty lakes with a highcentration of NaCl, formed on the place of the
former salt exploitations (except for the Ursu-Saviaake which was formed through the collapse of
the land), some from Antiquity, or under the forrh salty springs, also very concentrated. The
artificial salty lakes are grouped, have reduceessibut are very deep (even tens of metres, over
100m). This is the case of the salty lakes of Cgugatag and Gaiui, in the Maramurg Depression,
and the lakes formed in the Transylvanian Depres@ioSovata, Ocna MugeTurda, Cojocnha, Ocna
Dej, Ocna Sibiului), including the very concentchsalty springs of Bazna and Scmei. They are
used in the external treatment of rheumatism aéfest and the locomotive apparatus. Another
component resulting from the process of decompmusitin an airless environment, of the organic
remains is the gyttja, related to the existencéaofistrine accumulations with concentrated salinity
(Costiui, Ocna Sibiului), used, besides the mentiontdctions, in the treatment of gynaecological
affections (Sovata). The minimum contribution of freshwater on the surface of the salty lakesslead
to the formation of a thin layer under the shapea téns focusing the solar beams and leading to the
phenomenon of heliothermia (the most important eptans the Ursu Lake in Sovata).
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- The thermal mineral watensere formed as result of the tectonic movemenerdaning the
accentuated geo-thermal grade specific to the westgion of Romania. They have a mezzo-thermal
and a hyper-thermal feature, a treatment poteribial, also a leisure one, which are differently
produced, but generally insufficiently used. Thase found in different areas: in the Western Plain
(springs in Timjoara, Glacea, Oradea, Carei, Satu Mare), at the borddreofVestern Plain and the
Western Hills (the most important springs beirigjéFelix, 1 Mai, Marghita, Boghkj Zalnoc, Zuani,
Meseaeni, Tinca, Bshad, Acd), in the Apuseni Mountains (Moneasa, Geoagiua\We Jos) and in
the Haeg Depression (@an).

b. Thelakesstand out through their therapeutic value (theceatrated salty lakes), as well as
through the landscape component and the fish fauna.

Among the natural lakes with landscape touristativeness are the glacial lakes in the Retezat
Mountains, around 80, such as Bucura, the largéshé), and Znoaga, the deepest (29 m), which
complete and harmonise the alpine mountainous ¢apes as well as the glacial lakes from the Rodna
Mountains, among which is Lala Mare.

Thereservoirsappeared after 1970, built for hydro-energetigppsae, water supply, and flood
control, but they shortly became important tounsbnuments. The most representative are the
waterfall system of lakes on the Sgla@&d the Soml Mic rivers (especially Sorngal Cald — Tarnia
and Belg), as well as the ones on theaBan and the lada (tributaries of &ilithe Repede), Colita
(on the Bistria Ardelean), Poiana Mrului (on the Bistra) or @inesti-Oas (on the Tur).

Another category of artificial lakes, of smalleresi but grouped, is the ponds, with a mainly
fishing purpose, located in the Transylvanian Rlairthe Fizg and the Ludgibasins.

1.4. The bio-geographical tourist potential is represented especially by the forest eco-system
strongly related to the other components of theirenment through its spatial allocation and
vegetation diversity (especially relief and climatehich determines altitude terraces with specific
features for each major relief level. Within thetbes, forest, considered the most complex natum@ ec
system, is spread on large surfaces, especialheiCarpathian region, up to 1600-1800 m, but also
the hilly region of the Transylvanian DepressiohisTmultifunctional eco-system is important due to
its beauty and its social impact, especially indhse of the forests situated in the vicinity & great
cities, main destinations and “green lungs” of¢hies (Figet and Hoia forest for Cluj-Napoca, Cetate
for Deva, Rdurea Verde for Tigbara, etc.).

In the alpine area located above 1800 m, with aiglavolcanic or sedimentary — limestone
scenery, we may add the sub-alpine bushes andetjetation specific to the alpine meadows as a
harmonious component, with its varied chromatiosnfthe blooming period, which integrates into the
ensemble of the alpine-mountain level.

The need to protect the natural environment anadateponents and ensembles has a major
tourist impact as well, leading to the individuatisn of reservations and natural monuments
(benefitting from the protective status afferenhtoless than 229 areas and individual monumefts, o
different genetic categories, typologies, extersioanks and tourist impacts), as well as the strac
of some parks with multiple functions (includingutest function), such as the Retezat National Park
(the first one ever created in Romania, in 193%) Rietrosul Rodnei, both included in the categdry o
great reservations of the biosphere, or the Nafaak of the Apuseni Mountains, consisting of the
rural habitats specific to these regions. Theilaargation has allowed the access and the enrolofient
tourist activities in a differentiated manner, so the incompatibility of tourism and environment
protection not to exist, based on the educationtiViies in the spirit of the eco-tourism and the
sustainable development.

2. THE ANTHROPOGENIC TOURIST HERITAGE

This is linked to the human civilisation componeotsmaterial and spiritual nature, gradually
integrated into the tourist interest sphere everesthe 19 century and determining the unprecedented
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promotion of one of the most dynamic types of temithe cultural one, contaminating larger groups
of people and determining the entry into the knalgke tourism circuit of new destinations and
monuments, besides the initial features and funstito which the derived function of attractiveness
and tourist objective as we understand them todag been added during the last decades.

The anthropogenic potential, in terms of the vgrighd value, is linked directly to the long
evolution of the human civilisation, as well as thierferences between the ethnic mosaic spedific t
Transylvania and their specific cultures.

Thus, a series of typologies are noticed, each diiflerent shares within the various tourist
areas identified in the north-western region, vgplecific features of the individual geographicalaasr
(see below).

2.1 The historic cultural tourist heritage represents the most valuable component of thesenti
anthropogenic heritage, being the result of a Ibisgory, rich in events, and of human settlements
which contributed to the achievement of one of st varied and valuable legacies with a multi-
cultural feature, belonging to some ethnic andyielis communities involved in the achievement of
this complex ensemble with its own personality.

2.1.1 The archaeological monuments belonging to the Dacian and Roman antiquity are
important due to one of the most representativbaalogical sites in Europe. Firstly, the Dacian
fortresses complex in the &tie Mountains with a system of fortifications bualtound Sarmisegetuza
Regia, the capital of the Dacian kingdom of Decelval the surrounding fortresses (Blidaru, Cgiste
Piatra Raie).

The monuments resulted following the Roman congaast colonisation are more numerous
and even better preserved. We mention the Romaas ¢ltlpia Traiana Sarmisegetuza) or the other
cities, municipalities and colonies (Apullum, Pets, Porolissum, Napoca, Bologa, Romitased,
etc.), as well as the monuments of undergroundralatasources, valuable for the economy of the
Roman empire (including the gold and the silvenfralburnus Major — Rga Montana or Ampelum
— Zlatna, with “Roman fortresses” or the salt ekpkion from Salinae — Ocha Mugle A great part of
the Dacian and Roman monuments, discovered in #miomed archaeological sites, are preserved
and hosted by the historical and archaeologicakemms of Cluj-Napoca, Alba lulia, Deva.

2.1.2 The historical and cultural tourist monuments from the Middle Ages are much more
numerous, belonging to multiple categories andttageresult of a complex and tumultuous historical
and political and social evolution, to which thedband surrounding communities contributed in a
different manner.

a. The monuments constructed for defensive purpmsemonumental, have large sizes and are
important due to the intensely anthropogenic sgeatthe analysed geographical space. We mention
the fortress type of fortifications built at thedeaf the first millennium, with very few components
preserved within the Romanian pre-feudal settleméBiharia, Gibaca, Cai — residence of the
princes of Heeg, etc.).

A second generation of fortresses are the ones dftér the conquest of Transylvania by the
Hungarian kings (Deva, Gehti-Trascu, Bologa,Siria, Ineu, Chioar, Ciceu, etc.), many of them
being destroyed during the great Tatar invasiotdfl and rebuilt afterwards.

We also mention the towns-burgs, built and develdpethe German communities (the Germans
colonised in Transylvania during the™84™ centuries), with strong fortified buildings, withivhich the
towns flourished during the Middle Ages (Boa, Sibiu, Sebg Sighgoara- the best preserved feudal city
in Romania and one of the few in Europe still intea) Medig, Bistrita). The towns with fortresses or
with parts of fortresses preserved over the yemnsatso be added, such as Cluj-Napoca, Targugviure
Figaras, or Baia Mare.

The Habsburg conquest of Transylvania led to théesement of another type of fortifications
— stellar fortresses of the Vauban type, made iok&rthe most important one being in Alba luliat b
also in Timsoara, Arad, and Oradea.
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A special category of fortified monuments is thegant fortresses built by the German rural
communities, especially in the south of Transyleauiuring the 1% and 16' centuries, among which
the most important are the ones in Célnic, Slim&isgiori, Cisradioara.

Besides these monuments, the fortified feudal eadbicated in strategic places which linked the
feudal entities and which are important for theichitecture, massiveness, position, collection of
weapons and furniture, etc. are very famous anartapt even nowadays. The one that stands out is
the castle of Hunedoara, comparable to the simi@numents built in Europe during those times.
Besides this castle, there is a series of nobliibgi residences, such as the palaces from thenurba
environment (the Bruckenthal Palace in Sibiu, talage of the Bishop in Oradea, Banffy Palace in
Cluj-Napoca, Careigimleul Silvaniei, Jibou, etc.) or from the ruralveionment (Bomida — Cluj
County, Arcalia — Bristta-Nasaud County, Brancovergg — Mures County, Medigu Aurit — Satu
Mare County, Almsu, Zimbor, Hida — 8aj County, Pribilgti, Satulung, Coltu — Maramurg
County, etc.).

b. The cultural and religious tourist monumerpsesent a great symbolic value and are
important due to their size, architecture, iconpbsa collections of religious objects.

Among the oldest Christian orthodox monuments heednes in the Land of k&g (Densg,
Strei, Sartmarie Orlea), followed by the Roman basilicas —rches (the oldest being the one in
Cana-Fagaras, belonging to the former Cistercian monasteryha one in Herina, Bista-Nasaud
County), the most important religious objectiveRoman style from Transylvania being the Roman-
Catholic Cathedral in Alba lulia (the % 2entury).

The churches and cathedrals in Gothic style arseptein the majority of the cities of
Transylvania, such as Biserica Neagthe Black Church) in Bgav, Biserica Sfantul Mihail (Saint
Michael’'s Church) in Cluj-Napoca, the Evangelicdlugch in Bistria, followed by the buildings in
the same style from Targu MuyreSibiu, Sebg Sighkoara, Oradea, Miercurea Ciuc, or from rural
settlements such as Gitr, in Harghita County.

The religious buildings of the Romanian Orthodoxmeoaunities located in the urban
environment reveal less significant examples, isgr&ative being — for the building period and the
role played in the Romanian community, Sfantul Nieo(Saint Nicholas) i§cheii Brasovului, Bob
Church in Cluj-Napoca. During the inter-war periaad,the large cities of Transylvania, Orthodox
monuments were built using the neo-Romanian styleeo-Byzantine, impressive in size, style and
impact (Cluj-Napoca, Targu MuyeOradea, Tingoara and especially Alba lulia, the location of the
People’s Unification Cathedral).

The monasteries as religious complexes, with ailmemtis monastic life, were the ones that kept
the Orthodox spirit alive in less favourable cordlis, from the laic power, up to 1918. Some of the
Orthodox monuments which were not well treatechanMiddle Ages have been preserved in the rural
environment (Feleac and Vad — both builtStgfan cel Mare), together with the monasteries (@&m
Alba, Sdmita de Sus in the Land ofigras, built by Constantin Brancoveanu, Nicula - Clujudty,
and a more recent one, from thé"@ntury, Rohia — Maramure€ounty) and especially the wooden
churches (several hundred). These are the trugegsience of the centennial wood civilisation,
specific for the intra- and peri-mountain spac¢hef“lands” inhabited by the Romanian communities.
In the Land of Maramuge the churches were built starting with thé" entury and up to the 18
century by the rulers of the Land of Maramuilgeud, Barsana). These are concentrated in the
Maramurg Depression, especially in the Iza basin (Vadu, BérsanaSieu, Botiza, leud — the oldest
wooden church in Romania, built in 1364, Bogdan &/ddragomirgti, Salistea de Sus, Sarbi, Sat
Sugatag) and in the Mara basin (GiileHarnicesti, Desati, Budesti, Cilinesti, Brebu) and, in a low
number, in the \§eu basin (Moisei and Bgx). These monuments are found in the Landapi4 and
in the Land of Chioarului (important being the ome&apus, Rogoz, Libotin, Cugeni, and in Plogi
andSurdesti, respectively). The architectural ensembleshef ¢hurches in Maramurdéave evolved
in time, shaping a certain style which has impasself in the beauty of the decorative forms and
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motives and would expand in the surrounding ar&sght of them are included in the UNESCO
cultural heritage list, as an acknowledgement eiftxcellent value.

The second region with wooden churches is Salaictwbopied and adapted the style from
Maramureg, and where Fildu de Sus, Creaca, Hida, Bert, lleanda, Sanmihaiu Almalui, etc. are
the most important.

The Apuseni Mountains is the third region represive for the presence of the wooden
churches, these having smaller dimensions, but avgbculiar style of the region. They are located i
Lupsa (the second oldest after the one in leud — 1¥&%a, Garda de Sus, Ponorel, and in Beiu
Depression (Rieni and Lazuri).

The second distinct category of Transylvanian dhescis the fortified churches in the
Transylvanian Depression — the remarkable and r@ighchievement of the German communities.
They are important for their central position withthe habitats on dominant places and for their
massiveness given by the ensembles of the churthih@nwalls surrounding it. Among the several
dozens of such churches, built during th& a8d 14' centuries, some are very well preserved, such as
the ones in Biertan, Axente Sever, §a, Darlos, Valea Lurag SaschizSona, Seica Mid, Viscri,
etc. Many of them have been subjected to an elebpracess of rehabilitation with the help of the
German state and communities coming from thoseonsgibut also of different persons (such as
Prince Charles of United Kingdom at Viscri).

c. The urban architectural complexese important in the towns with a long history, of
centuries, even millenniums, where they developetime, urban assemblies shaped by a certain type
of street specific to the Middle Ages, with the page of housing craftsmen and for trading, having
various styles, imposed by the surrounding wallsctviprotected the town and which imposed the
manners of development as well. We can includeioh s category the Transylvanian towns of Sebe
Sighisoara, Medig, Bistrita, Cluj-Napoca, but also the central parts of otlrtean metropolises from
the western part of the country (Tioara, Arad, Oradea), the north (Satu Mare, BaiaeMar the
centre of the country (Dej, Gherla, Za).

d. Herethe most important buildingsr the towns have been organised as cultural ments of
interest for a wide range of persons, suchmaseumshousing and preserving, according to their peofil
monument and heritage objects important for théneg culture and history. The most important ones
are the art museums and the history and archaealogiuseums in Cluj-Napoca, Alba lulia, Deva,
Zalau, the mineral museum (Baia Mare), the speleolbgicaseum (Cluj-Napoca), the pharmacy
museum (Cluj-Napoca), the county museums of BaiaeMBistrta, Satu Mare, the ethnographic
museums with open air sections in Sibiu (Astra willumbrava Sibiului), Cluj-Napoca (the
Ethnographic Museum of Transylvania, with an opersection in Hoia), the Ethnographic Museum of
Maramurg in Sighetu Marmgei, or the rural ethnographic museums (such astleein Luga, the first
one in Romania, the ethnographic museum of the $dialkkey in Napradea, the ethnographic museums
of Agrij, Mesesenii de Jos, Marca in Salaj Couttg, Hungarian museum of Bogdand and the German
museum of Petgs, both in Satu Mare, and the Merry Cemetery @p&sta, unique in the world and
mentioned in all the international tourist catalegju To these, we add an important number of mamori
houses, spread all over the analysed area (MateinC@ctavian Goga, George §uic, Lucian Blaga,
Vasile Lucaciu, luliu Maniu, Simion®nutiu, Ady Endre, etc).

e. The tourist heritage belonging to the traditionakal culture and civilisatioris preserved in
certain regions such as the Carpathian and pepafidan “lands” (Og Maramureg, Lapus, Nasiud,
Hateg, Mdilor, Beius) or Giurgeu County, lrginimea Sibiului, Bdurenilor County, etc., where the
religious ensembles stand out (especially the woatierches) and the regular ensembles (settlements
with a certain style, building material or locatiohthe components, such as the carved wooden,gates
especially the ones from Maramgréut also from Harghita), but also the aspectsted to activities,
crafts, technologies and traditional methods otessing different raw materials.

The traditional activities are very well preserveding the traditional raw materials and folk
techniques of processing, among which we mentientthditional ceramics using shaping, burning
and painting, as well as carving techniques anemads (centres in Bixad-QaSicel and Baia Sprie -
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Maramurg, Corund — Harghita, BejtLeheceni, Sejte de Vacau, Cristioru de Jos, Vadu Gilui-
Bihor); the wood processing, specific for the entimountain area, the household tools, the elementar
housing components and especially the most impopiaducts of this craft — the wooden churches;
the textile processing for the clothing objects &l costumes (Chciu, Pietroasa, Remetea-Bgiu
Bratca, Borod in Bihor, Targuapus — Maramure, Ciumirna-Silaj); the religious painting on glass
preserving the traditional Byzantine icons (cenirefNicula-Cluj, Laz-Alba, Sibiel-Sibiu, etc.), the
knitting of straws (Salonta — Bihor), egg paint{yagoteni, Remetea-Bej)y etc. We add to all these
the spiritual component related to the traditiond austoms of the Hungarian communities from the
eastern part of Transylvania and the ones belonginghe German population (most of them
emigrants to their country of origin).

The traditional spiritual rural component is linkéal the same territorial entities and it is
represented by manifestations related to the maiments of the year, of the human existence and
marks the season cycles of agricultural activitiesese are represented by celebrations with fixed
calendar dates, but also through village celehmatifairs, pastoral celebrations, a moment when the
neighbouring communities socialise (such the Giflair on the Gina Mountain, on July ZDeach
year). Among the numerous cultural events whichsmrof the wide range of musical activities,
dances and other manifestations, we mention theb&amilor, the Folk Festival in ®loaia, Targul
Cepelor (The Onion Fair) — Asuaju de Sus, thsMisul Oilor — (Measurement of the Sheep) — Targu
Lapus, Tanjaua festival in Mara, Hora (the Dance Fe#tifram Prislop — in Baga, both in the Land
of Maramurs, etc.

The traditional cooking, extremely diversified agxtremely tasty, is very poorly capitalised in
the region’s restaurants, but it is very well preed. Among the most appreciated culinary products
are the famous slivovitz from Bihor, the slivovitom Zaku, the wines (Tarnave, Alba lulia-Aiud,
Lechina, Recg Diosig, Valea lui Mihai vineyards, etc.), the picheese and dill pies, plum, potato
pies, etc.), the chicken soup with house made mspdliransylvanian soups, the ham, the pork
sausages, the Pericei oniomléf), stews, cabbage rolls, sponge cakes and mang.m

3. THE MATERIAL TOURIST BASIS (THE INFRASTRUCTURE)

The material tourist basis is characterised byraumiform territorial distribution and is found &
process of modernisation and diversification, preésg trends related to the attractiveness polerititne
mountain resorts, of the rural regions with tradisil culture and civilisation, with an original cheter,
and, last but not least, of the urban centres avithitectural monuments and ensembles, of greait dmcl
international tourist interest.

The current tourist basis is the result of an elmtuof the profile phenomenon and activity,
during a century (some of the hotels or villas frtime resorts being a century old and needing
impressive modernisation works) and presents, doupto the features of the attractiveness and thei
level of revaluation, the following types of tourigilities, of different sizes and complexity:

1. Tourist resorts (32 localities), classified inational interest resort&/ localities): Buzia— Timis;
Biile Felix — Bihor; Biile Tushad — Harghita; GeoagiuiB- Hunedoara; Moneasa — Arad; Sangeaiiz-B
Bistrita-Nasiud; Sovata — Mugg andlocal interest resort§25): Albac and Arigeni — Alba; Lipova —
Arad; 1 Mai, Tagnad, Tinca and Stana de Vale — Bihcijl®&Turda, Bile Baita, Fantanele andaBorii
Mountain — Cluj; Bile Homorod, Borsec, HarghitaaB lzvorul Muresului, Lacu Rgu and Praid —
Harghita; Straja and Ya de Jos — Hunedoara; B@and Ocn&ugatag — MaramugeBazna, Ocna Sibiu
and Riltinis — Sibiu; Gilacea — Timj.

According to the type of attractive resources whigre the basis of the appearance and which
support tourism corroborated with the size criterfthe number of accommodation units), they can be
classified in:

a. Spa resorts with complex utilitieaccommodation units exceeding 4,000 places, duaetin
by hotels (Bile Felix) or with a balanced structure (Sovatagtional spa resorts, with an
accommodation capacity between 1,000 and 2,00@gl&&eoagiu 8, Buzias, SAngeorz B, 1 Mai,
Tusnad; spa resorts with 500-1,000 places: Moneasaa Oibiu, Ocngugatag, Borsec, Topdi-Bradul;
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spa resorts with 100-500 places:t&ae Jos, Biaa, Baile Turda, Bsnad, Praid, Bazna; small local
resorts and/or spa utilities in different locatiomi¢h an accommodation capacity of under 100 places
Ocna Murg, Ocna Dej, Cojocna, Miercurea Sibiulugil® Calan, Gilacea, Lipova, Tinca, Bta, Biile
Homorod, Bogh, etc.;

b. Mountainous resorts and complexes for winter spavith an accommodation capacity of 100-
500 places: Bgra, Colibta, Harghita Bi, Izvoru Mureului, Lacu Rgu, Muntele Mic, Semenic,
Arieseni, Muntele Bisorii, Stdna de Vale, StrajaalBnis; tourist complexes with utilities for winter
sports: Cavnic, Piatra Fantanele, Riuetc.

At a regional and local level, there are propo&alshe development of new tourist resorts of local
importance, which should fulfil the regulationstbé National Authority in Tourism referring to thei
declaration as tourist resorts: Lugas (Satu-Mare), Marghita (Bihor), Vartop-Agémi (Alba), Cavnic
(Satu Mare), lzvoare (Maramyje Cavnic (Maramurg, Mogma — Suior (Maramurg), Valea
Vaseului (Maramurg, Costiui (Maramurg), Boghs (Salaj), Bizya (Salaj), Cojocna (Cluj), Bah
Fantanele (Cluj), Beltiug (Satu Mare). Even if thae not declared resorts, many of these proposals
really function as such as destinations of the isburequest, attracting tourists and offering
accommodation facilities, restaurants and leisat@ities and services (Misel, Cojocna, etc.).

Table 1. The distribution of the number of accommodatiorcetaat the level of the counties (2008)

No. County No. of accommodation %
places
1 Alba 1830 3.0
2 Arad 4256 7.0
3 Bihor 10126 16.8
4 Bistrita-Nasaud 2730 4.5
5 Cluj 7070 11.7
6 Harghita 7063 11.7
7 Hunedoara 3452 5.7
8 Maramure 3635 6.0
9 Mures 6138 10.2
10 Satu Mare 2415 4.0
11 Silaj 829 1.4
12 Sibiu 5123 8.5
13 Timis 5724 9.5
14 | Total 60391 100.0

Source of data: National Institute of Statistics

2. The urban centres with accommodation capacitie@ifferentiated according to the size, the
typology, the structure and quality: cities withngaex tourist utilities and accommodation units
exceeding 3,000 places: Cluj-Napoca, TFmara, municipalities, county residencies, with
accommodation units dominated by hotels, with 1;D@D0 places: Oradea, Arad, Targu Mgre
municipalities, county residencies, with 500-1,0@l@ces: Alba lulia, Zau, Reita, Bistrta, Baia
Mare, Satu Mare; towns with a population over 20,0thabitants and accommodation units with 50-
500 places.

3. Rural settlementswhich are important for the rural tourism havingignificant number of
rural hostels integrated into the profile netwoMadu lzei, Botiza, leud, Poienile IzeiilGtea de Sus,
Sipanta (Maramurg County), Lunca llveiSant, Prundu Béargului, Tiha Bargului, (Bistrita Nasiud
County), Ceugu de Campie (MukeCounty), Praid, izarea (Harghita County), Albac, Aseni, Garda
de Sus, Swisoara, Rimetea (Alba County), BglBologa, Sancraiu, Poieni (Cluj County), etc.
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4. The tourist units (hotels, motels, camping sites), located alongrtiagl networks (of which
an important part was built in the newly creatednadernised fuel stations) or at the peripheryhef t
large cities (in the leisure and green areas arthmdities).

The territorial distribution of the accommodationita reveals inequalities and contrast which
are significant at the level of the counties, asoasequence of the differentiated distribution of
attractive resources, as well as of the differegree of social and economic development.

The maximum concentration of accommodation unisiamBihor County (which holds 10,126
accommodation places, respectively 16.8% of thal ttthe level of 2007). The explanation of this
concentration comes from the major attraction regméed by the treatment based on the revaluation of
the hydrothermal resourcesaf® Felix and 1 Mai), corroborated with the highnmeer of rural tourist
hostels which serve the transit tourism. This i¥eed by Cluj County (7,070 places) and Harghita
County (7,063 places, representing 11.7% of thealilesl accommodation capacity) and Mure
County (6,138 places, 10.2% of the total accommodgtlaces), which have mountain complexes,
hydro-mineral resources, ethno-folkloric resourdesilities for business tourism, congresses and
cultural facilities, utilities for winter sportsmiportant curative hydro-mineral resources. The foar
counties from the hierarchy have together a shhE®d% of the existing accommodation places at
regional level, situation explicable through thealeation of the resources within the spa resadirts o
national and international importance, holdersiofethsioned and diverse material bases, with various
leisure possibilities (Ble Felix, 1 Mai, Borsec, etc.), a decisive conttibn to the shaping of this
hierarchy belonging to the contribution of some rdguseats (Cluj-Napoca, Tigwara, Sibiu, less
Oradea and Arad), due to their multiple functiond diverse cultural and historical attractions th
opposite pole, there are the counties whose tgriies mainly in the hilly or in the plain regiowjth
small resources and, implicitly, with a reducecklesf tourist utilities (Slaj, Satu Mare), etc.

The identification of the whole range of existirgutist resources (revaluated or which can be
revaluated) and their confrontation with the coteciituations from the territory has allowed theeagel
definition of the attractiveness conditions of tegional tourist heritage. Based on them, the tieimof
the revaluation manner of the tourist potential treddefinition of the major coordinates of therism
development strategies shall be possible, endeavbigh should start from the consideration of some
aspects such as the complete revaluation of thisttpotential with appeal to the tourist completaéty
related to the neighbouring regions; the level efaiopment and diversification of the recreational
activities and the leisure activities; the featurbthe accommodation units (humber, typology, degsf
comfort, spatial distribution, accessibility, etcthe duration of the tourist season; the inforamati
conditions of the tourists related to the regiaftsr.

As a consequence, the revaluation of the identtbedst potential can be achieved based on the
strategic coordinates starting from the natural amithropogenic potential and on the existing materi
basis (mentioned in the present study). We car s&teral major directions of development (starting
from the main types and forms of tourism practisegracticable in the region), leading at the same
time to some areas with specialised or complexigbdunctions, which shall be the object of the
policy of revaluation within the region’s developmestrategy: the spa tourism, related to the hydro-
mineral resources and the cultural tourism, spedfithe western part of the north-west region (the
Western Hills and the Western Plain), the Trangyima Depression and isolated in the Eastern
Carpathians; the mountain tourism (leisure, hikimgnter sports, speo-tourism) in the Carpathian
mountain area (the Apuseni Mountains and the Basarpathians); cultural tourism focused on the
main urban centres (Cluj-Napoca, Tsowra, Arad, Oradea, Targu Mgyeand the regions with an
original rural culture and civilisation (the Land Maramurg, Oa, Nasaud, Lapus, Chioar, Codru,
Beius, the Land of the Mi); rural tourism extended on the above-mentiomedsiand comprising the
rural settlements of BejuLapus-Chioar, Codru, Silvania, etc.
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