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THE TOURIST ROLE OF RELIEF AS LANDSCAPE BACKGROUND *

GABRIELA COCEAN?

ABSTRACT - In its relation with tourism, relief fulfils tee roles: of attractive resource, of support
for tourist infrastructure and activities, and ahdlscape background, respectively. While the first
undertaken roles are easily identified, in thedtltiase, confusion may appear which is actuallyssedu
by the different manner in which tourists percethe morphological elements. For some tourists,
elements such as Piatra Cetii, @olrasciului or the steep slopes of the Bedeleu represesttrank
tourist objectives, while, for others, they aret jtige landscape background for other objectivefoor
tourist activities whose development is not relatdheir presence. This role appears more claarly
the case of a less spectacular relief, which amrynés, from the landscape viewpoint, a touristusso

of prime importance. The study of the relief's rae landscape background for tourism has high
importance in the sense that in any attempt toteradoierarchy of the tourist objectives in thestia
Mountains, the attractiveness coefficient of thekgaound, of the landscape in which the objectave i
an integral part, must be taken into consideration.
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The development of tourism in a certain area isatliy conditioned by the presence of some
important tourist objectives, which can be eithatunal, be it morphological (unusual or picturesque
elements of the relief), hydrological, climatic gperties of the micro-climate), vegetation and gun
or human, situated into an as pleasant as possiblf#onment, on whose basis a certain tourist
infrastructure will be developed.

Among the environmental elements, relief has treatgst influence on the development of
tourist activity by its triple contribution: as edttive source, as landscape background and asrsupp
Through these, relief can determine tourism, cdluence the development and the extent of the
tourist activities, and shelters the constitueatrents of the material base.

Firstly, when analyzing tourist resources, we obsehat among the objectives belonging to
landscape, relief has the most significant shaae€@n, P., 1984). This first rank is assigned lgy th
multitude of forms with attractive valences: stesppes, ridges, glacial erosion forms, gorges and
defiles, caves and potholes, plateaus, differadtiatosion forms, etc., all elements that can deter
the appearance and the development of the toutimgmenon in a certain area.

When relief is not the attractive, tourism generatesource, it becomes a resource of
secondary importance or a simple basic framewaaklil determine the personality and the features
of the landscape in which another attractive resmus framed, offering harmony, spectacular
background or contrast. On the other hand, indage, relief may also act as a restrictive factogt
least a factor that is not of much help in the @dooms of some objectives framed by a monotonous
landscape, or as an unattractive one, marked Iyegits belonging to the anthropogenic relief. By the
findings, relief has a direct influence upon thdmnriaurist objective of that framework, and thuppn
its attractiveness.
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Moreover, relief represents the support base ofigy on which the tourist infrastructure
elements, and not only, are located: ways of conication or accommodation bases and public food
service establishments. In this case, relief mag akt as a restrictive factor if it representsaaiér
for the valorisation of some objectives (e.g. tkheegs way is steep or impracticable). The last two
functions explained above are well captured by Mientand leu (2006): “Relief represents the
essential support in tourist planning, being a @&ement in creating the setting peculiar to each
tourist site”.

The features of landscape background

The relief forms take over the tourist role of lacape background in the conditions in which
they do not represent one of the tourism-generaihjgctives in the area (no matter of their type),
being situated in a secondary or remote backgrooeithg observable, perceptible by the tourist who
can admire them, but cannot confer them persond&itgn if this relief, which creates the landscape
background for the tourist objective, is not effeslly realized, it is still perceived positivelytsi
elements being admired, but they are not giventiiyen

The role as landscape background appears verylycieathe case of some higher peaks or
knolls, which represent tourist objectives for tlearby area, but, as the distance grows, theiramle
tourist objectives proper decreases up to the poinhich they come to represent a simple landscape
background for other areas where they are visiblg, they no longer meet the same attractive
attributes.

Another situation where this function of the relief easily identifiable is that of a less
spectacular relief, without a sufficient attractiess index in order to become a tourist resource
proper, joining another element with real attraztiralences existent in the landscape. Although the
role of such a relief appears as obvious, it iBalilt to quantify how much it would promote the ima
objective’s valorisation and increase in attractegs and, thus, the development of tourism.

On the other hand, if the morphological elementuad an attractive objective are very
spectacular, the following dilemma could appeareigef, in this case, a landscape background or a
tourist objective proper, but of secondary impoctth

The distinction, main or secondary tourist objeztand landscape background, is done on a
case-by-case basis, as it depends on the motivatidhe tourist act and on the tourist’'s personal
preferences. The differences occur both betweeferdiit individuals and between the journeys
undertaken by the same person, whose recreatigniane have different purpose. Thus, the same
element of the relief can be perceived in many wags$ will be exemplified by taking an example
from the field study, namely CdlTrasciului:

- as main tourist objective by the tourists whotgadmire or to take pictures of the steep
slopes, to carry out certain tourist activitiesmpractise certain forms of tourism directly linke the
form itself: mountaineers, paraglider pilots, hi&rshing to reach the top or the foot of the maimt

- as secondary tourist objective for those cominRimetea, attracted by elements of interest,
other than Cali Trasciului, but, once arrived in this place, decide,drample, to make trips towards
the upper plateau, thus replacing the plannediaeswith others correlated with the massif; imsth
case, the massif can represent the attractive tolgdargeted in a subsequent travel;

- as landscape background for the tourists thabst&®imetea as destination on ethnographic,
gastronomic, cultural, etc. considerations. Werratge to all tourists who arrive for other objees
and who will not carry out activities related tolfioTrascului, including the tourists who practise
mountain hiking on Ardgcheia or Vidolm.

As stated above, the manner of perceiving thief rdiffers both between individuals and
within the same person’s options. Thus, a tourtst womes frequently to Rimetea in order to practise
mountaineering, for which Cgil Trascaului usually represents the main tourist objectivay choose
to return to the locality for rest or for a tourgsttivity without any relation to the massif, thirs this
case, Cali Trascului will represent a simple landscape background.

80



THE TOURIST ROLE OF RELIEF AS LANDSCAPE BACKGROUND

The relativity of perceiving the relief does nobsthere, it can be observed that on the spot,
the tourist’s perceptions and options may charges,tfrom a landscape background, relief becomes a
tourist objective of main or secondary importarice i

- the tourist travels especially to closely adnaireertain relief form;

- the place or the relief from discovered when yiag out a tourist act based on other
resources acquires identity for the tourist;

- whether the form will represent the motivationtiodé subsequent travel to the area, the main
objective remaining the same or not.

Hypostases of the morphological landscape backgrodn

We will analyse below the manner in which the feliethe Tiasciu Mountains, as landscape
background, highly increases the attractivenes&xinof some objectives in the same field or
especially in different fields.

1. Geomorphologic objectives, individualized and virdicribed in landscapé-irst, we refer
to certain natural objectives, altimetrically doati®d by peaks or knolls that do not representgburi
objectives in this area (the section of Valea Galdeninated by Piatra Cetii).

This is followed by the cases in which a morphatagielement appears as well inscribed in
landscape, either because the surrounding relimbisotonous or the form is unusual, detachingfitsel
from a spectacular landscape, but which will be artgmt only as background. For the Teasc
Mountains, this situation is typical for the is@dtlimestone massifs. By their novelty, they edifie
surrounding relief, which, in most cases, is no¢markable one. The tourist's sight and attentien a
focused on the bare limestone, curiously appeanddrescribed in landscape, so to give an example,
the tourist may often not even remember what liesthe other side of the road, in parallel with
Pietrele Ampatei.

A different situation is in the case of two impartamorphological objectives situated in
proximity, which, according to the motivation oktlourist’s travel, may be in several situationsud
is the case of Huda lui PapaCave and of the steep slopes of Bedeleu, fronditteetion of Mount
Bulz. In this case, four situations can appeareddmg on the motivation and on the manner in which
the tourist perceives them on the spot:

- if the tourist comes to admire both the cave tedsteep slopes, both elements are tourist
objectives, neither of them representing the laapsdackground of the other;

- if the tourist is interested in the steep slopé8edeleu, for mountaineering or for other
activities strictly related to this form of reliefhe opening from Mount Bulz is just a landscape
element on the way to the foot of the mountain;

- if the tourist chooses this destination for Huda Papai Cave, either for practising
speleotourism or for simply admiring the huge opgnin the limestone wall, the steep slopes of
Bedeleu will represent just a background;

- if the tourist is attracted to the hamlet of SRilata for something else, rural or religious
tourism, both elements are just a more specialdvackd for practising these types of tourism.

2. Morpho-hydrographical elementélthough in fewer cases, especially due to itslksiae
and, thus, to a more modest attractiveness ofkthis of elements that are present in the areagfrel
can represent the landscape background for therfadédein the Trasau Mountains. Thus, for the
tourists visiting the waterfalls ¢fipote or the CiucaWaterfall, the defiles of the Ageor the Higsdate
can only be a pleasant framework they can admire.

3. Biodiversity.For the fauna or flora elements of interest, tredscape background is very
important. Most of the tourists interested in aipatar species will choose to observe it in piesque
places, even if these places will not act as arskny tourist objective. Thus, for those interested
admiring the golden eagle, the Turda Gorge reptesemery spectacular framework, which increases
indeed the attractiveness of the initial objecti@emilarly, for the tourists who wish to admire the
edelweiss, the Intregalde Gorge represents thes¢apeé background, although this situation should
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not be mistaken for the conditions in which toudsimes to see the place where the edelweiss grows
at the lowest altitude, situation in which the égfalde Gorge represents the tourist objectivef.itsel

4. Historical edifices.In the Trasg&u Mountains, the historical edifices are represkiue the
fortresses of Ceodsti and of Piatra Craivii. They enjoy a spectacldadscape background, marked by
the presence of Cgil Trascului, of
Vilisoara Gorge, and of Piatra
Craivii, respectively.

Both landscapes preserve the
natural attribute, due to the steep
slopes that man could not intervene
on, which increases the attractiveness
of the objectives due to the
preservation of that genuine, historic
' atmosphere that facilitates the
| tourist's mental journey back in time.

The higher tourist potential
of the presented fortresses can be
noticed by making a simple
comparison with similar  sites
situated in other areas that do not
benefit by such surroundings, being
Figure 1. Colfii Trasciului as landscape background for Situated in certain localities (Deva

Colsesti Fortress Fortress) or in less attractive hilly
areas (Ciceu Fortress).

5. Religious edificesRegarding churches, the ones in the Taa$dountains are not very well
known or intensely visited by tourists. Among theéhe one having the highest tourist potential is no
helped at all by the landscape background. Théiéattchurch of Cridu, a potential tourist objective
of maximum importance due to its old age and ity y®od preservation, is forgotten, isolated from
: - the tourist flow for several reasons
including the fact that the landscape
background does not stand out, the
depression area in which it is located
does not impress too much.

Instead, the monasteries in
the Trasgéu Mountains are generally
framed by a wild landscape,
dominated by heights or steep slopes.
Even the two monasteries of
Rimetea, although situated at the end
of the village, are dominated by
Coltii Trasaului and by Vidolm,
while the monastery in the hamlet of
Sub Piati is situated exactly at the
foot of the steep slopes of Bedeleu.

Figure 2. Limestone steep slopes marking the landscapetfe clearest example is offered by
the area of RAmeévionastery Rame Monastery, situated
downstream the Rame Gorge,
dominated by the 700-900- metre limestone cliffee Tbackground of this monastery makes us
remember other edifices of this kind that lookedHigh or inaccessible places in the attempt talore
away from the material world.
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Moreover, the pilgrimages to these monasteriethdrconditions in which they take place in a
natural environment such as the Monastery Vallelgl @alue to the feeling of spiritual purification
and of proximity to Divinity.

6. The human activities with tourist functiopeculiar to the area, would lose a lot from the
tourist attractiveness in the conditions of a marenotonous or of a more intensely modified
landscape, being generally manifestations refertingustoms preserved from ancient times, when
man was still at peace with nature. The variouditicns preserved, such as Imblanzitul Oilor (the
Taming of the Sheep) of Ighiu or Cununa Graulué (lreath of Wheat) in Bucerdea Vinaaer the
festivals of the Dacian Fortresses in @uicas well as the Dacian Wine in Bucerdea Viapasceive
an air of authenticity given by the mountainousidErape.

7. The ethnographic resourcesspecially the traditional architecture of setiéats, have
much to gain in the conditions of a more spectacotamore harmonious relief. The fact that rural
tourism is generally better represented in the rtanrarea is not a simple coincidence. Certaimly, i
these areas, the urbanisation trends were moreeddactivities have remained largely traditional,
and thus, customs and mentalities have been peskenere easily, but landscape, mountain plays an
additional role to the creation of this genuinenfeavork. The tourist who practises this form of
tourism appreciates more a natural landscape, ag@ithetic qualities. For the localities where rural
tourism is more developed, such as in Rimetea @uin Piatk, the heights of Cal Trascului, the
slopes of Vidolm and Ardoshei, or the steep slageBedeleu or Mount Bulz complete that authentic,
archaic landscape.

8. The ethno-gastronomic resourced the area are still less exploited, but several
observations can be made. First, as regards wimestae, the localities where this shows the firgnsi
of development, Bucerdea Ving@aand Telna, have a higher tourist potential than in otierilar
localities of the country, being supported by theuntain landscape, much more spectacular than the
hilly, lower landscape from other regions.

As regards the boarding houses whose cuisine lesdwarded to various fairs and contests,
and which will be visited for this reason, suchtlas Sub Piair or the Izvorul Muntelui Boarding
House in Ampaa, their location in places where the relief hasctgcular, as well as harmonious
features, is an advantage in comparison with ogwmh units. Furthermore, the lack of such a
framework can be noted as a possible impedimethieinievelopment of these bases. Thus, a boarding
house whose food service is the main concern amdevbatering services have exceeded the limits of
the region, such as Sfantu Gheorghe Inn in Ighiffess from the fact that its location in the centf
the village of Ighiu does not offer panorama tovgamdvel or picturesque elements of the relief.

From the foregoing, it can be inferred that retegfresents the landscape background not only
for other objectives but also for the tourist acomrdation bases. Thus, tourist boarding houses will
look for places with an enjoyable view, which agais the case may be, can be objective or landscape
background. Thus, that percentage of customersctimises that boarding house on considerations
other than the novel elements of the surroundihigfyenaybe simply for rest or for team buildingét
case of the boarding houses in Sub PRiatrin Ighiu, intended for companies and for busgpersons),
will appreciate the boarding house more, due tabtiekground in which it is situated. The examples
of boarding houses that are helped very much bylahdscape background are very numerous:
Conacul Secuiesc, from whose garden the panoranade Cafii Trasciului is wide open or Casa cu
Dor Boarding House, situated a few hundred metesn angle of great visibility, from Pietrele
Ampoitei. Of course, the recommendation addressed te thearding houses is to not adversely
affect the landscape in which they appear intedrdieth for the aesthetic side of the landscape and
for their own success, as generally, the infrattinecelements are positively perceived unless they
adversely affect the landscape, harmoniously iatéyy themselves into it.

As it can be noticed, the objectives for whichakplays the role of landscape background are
numerous and of several types in the TdqasMountains. In these conditions, it should notébe
surprise that the same morphological element caresent the landscape background for several
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tourist objectives or for several tourist activitidoy simply dominating the other objectives
altimetrically, marking the nearest or the farthestizon of the tourist. There are two situatiorieve
this occurs:

- the altimetric domination of some remote arelas:dase of Piatra Cetii, visible both from the
Galda Valley and from the Muge€orridor;

- the presence of several tourism-generator obgxin a small area, dominated by the same
form of relief: the steep slopes of Bedeleu in b Piati area can represent the landscape
background both for the cave and for the monasteolji Trasciului, both for the Caksti Fortress
and for the ethnographic resources of Rimetea®n & the Silg and the Bedeleu gorges.

The study of the landscape background of a toakigtctive and, therefore, of the relief as its
most striking component, is particularly importdnt estimating the attractiveness of the tourist
objective, including the operation of creating @&rhichy of the objectives with a view to their
planning. This importance derives from the facttthendscape can increase or decrease the
attractiveness of a tourist objective, directiyushcing its valorisation.

Thus, when quantifying the attractive potentialaof objective, specifically when estimating
the positional tourist potential, the landscapekgemund of the objective must be taken into account
separately, and then in relation to the objectiself. For a start, the elements of the relief floatn
the background of an objective must be seen ingafrspectacularity, the degree of harmony, the
number of elements of potential interest and tmerelation to the object itself, following the degr
of contrast or harmony. Of course, the attributtbrwalues according to these criteria involves eagr
deal of subjectivity, almost impossible to surpafihin the aesthetic quantification.
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