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ABSTRACT - Education is highly significant for the functadrsystem of a nation, which eventually
reflects the vitality and the real possibilitiesd#fvelopment and creates some potential interoalsitat
national and continental level. In Romania, the bers regarding the educational indicators regidtere
in the last years reflect a certain state of factid for the entire national area. They revesigaificant
decrease in the number of students for all edutalievels and a precarious qualitative state bbst
infrastructure and teaching staff. This phenomeisohecoming more concerning especially in rural
areas, where the threats from this perspectivgratestThe Inner city area of Sinaia-eni-Azuga-
Predeal-Ra&nov-Brgov (Poiana Braov) reflects a similar situation. Therefore, thisdstueveals the
current complex analysis of the major educationdicators.
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1. INTRODUCTION

Education is extremely important in thener City Area of Sinaia-Bteni-Azuga-Predeal-
R&nov-Braov (Poiana Braov). Based on the educational component, the analyssas @are very
important for the southern half of Transylvaniacdugse they have a complete and complex retreat
infrastructure. Some institutions are best knowntleir extended traditions and a national expgsure
due to the positive results of the educational @sec Such results were obtained in various national
and international competitions.

The act of learning isntegrated on both the verticgthere is an entire education structure,
from preschool to university and post-universityin- the city of Braov) and the horizontal
(represented in the rest of the territory, throiiglundergraduate components).

National education, as well as the one we are aimglyis in a vast process of restructure,
reorganization and modernization, in order to nthetrequirements of a diversified undergraduate
and graduate school population.

It is well known that in the developed countriesttbrate and the rate of natural increase are
constantly diminishing. Unfortunately, Romania @ldwing the same downward path, which, if
continued, will induce insurmountable problenthe Inner City Area of Sinaia-Beni-Azuga-
Predeal-R&nov-Brasov (Poiana Braov) is in a similar situation, the preschool and eletas/ school
contingent having dropped within the last 20 years.

The analysis of the main educational parametetsmihelnner City Area of Sinaia-Bteni-
Azuga-Predeal-Réov-Brgov (Poiana Braov) is done here, for each educational cycle (from
preschool to graduate and university post-gradudetailing the main characteristics.

2. PRESCHOOL CYCLE

The adjacent infrastructure of tpeeschool cyclgresents the following aspects in fhaer
City Areaof Sinaia-Byteni-Azuga-Predeal-Raov-Brasov (Poiana Braov) (table 1):

- there are 75 functional nurseries, each haviagfeicient number of available places for the
preschool education act (except for 5 institutionthe central area of the City of Bow;
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Table 1.The situation of the preschool educational cyclaéTnner City Area of Sinaia-Bieni-
Azuga-Predeal-Réov-Brgov (Poiana Braov)” (2008)

Crt. | City/ Town/ Local unit/ Number of Preschoolers Total Ratio
no. | Municipality | Belonging villages nurseries/ enrolled in population (%)
public/ private nurseries
1 Brasov Bragov 45+9 6,338 282,525 2.24
2 | Ghimbav Ghimbav 1+1 110 5,278 2.08
3 Cristian Cristian ] 68 4,119 1.65
4 A R&nov
5 R&nov Rasnov Romacri 4 472 15,887 2.97
6 Predeal
7 Paraul Rece
8 Predeal Timisul de Jos 2 94 5,239 1.79
9 Timisul de Sus
10 | Azuga Azuga 1 80 5,099 1.57
12— Busten F'?é?;‘f{;'rapului 5 232 10,292|  2.25
13 | Sinaia Sinaia I4 289 12,250 2.36
Total 75 7,683 340,749 2.25

Source:National Institute of Statistics, NIS Bia/ and NIS Prahova (2009)
Note: The School Inspectorates work with approximate dataut the total population

- the contingent of preschoolers enrolled is 7,&&8ficient and sometimes larger than the
available places in public and private nurserieadenavailable by the Department of Education,
Research and Development, through the School Its@ees of the counties of Bav and Prahova;

- out of the 75 nurseries and nursery units, tighdst number is within public institutions (65
nurseries — 86.67% of the total);

- there are also 10 private functional nurseriegnsed by the responsible official bodies,
representing 13.33% out of the total (a lower valompared to the developed states in the European
Union, where private institutions reach 50.00%);

- the quality of the infrastructure and of the teaag material rises, in most cases (especially in
urban areas) to the present educational predigtighieh is favourable. It needs to be extendedhéo t
level of each institution, in each local unit oétanalysed territory;

- the average regional value of the ratio betwtennumber of preschoolers enrolled in
nursery and the number of nurseries is 102.44 @mldursery, which is more than fair according to
Romanian preschool teachers, and it fits in thditguand quantity parameters of the Romanian
educational system;

- compared to this regional average, there aretigber values in two local units: Bav
(117.37) and Rénov (118.00); the lowest values (reduced presstirpr@schoolers/nurseries) is
recorded in the local units of Ghimbav (55.00 diitdnursery), Predeal (47.00), $eni (46.40) and
Sinaia (41.29);

- out of the 75 existing nurseries, 10 are privdestined for early education or step by step
education. The surprising thing is at regional leVeae reduced number of private nurseries reptesen
a legitimate form of education within the Europ&mon exactly because the work groups have a low
number of children, unlike public nurseries whére work groups are too crowded;

- the percentage of preschoolers is low within th&l population in the area we have
analysed (the average regional number is only 2)25%

- compared to the average regional number, we ewbtihe local units of Réov (2.97%),
Busteni (2.25%) and Sinaia (2.36%), numbers which egeial or higher; in the rest of the local units,
the values are inferior, the lowest being thellocét of Azuga (1.57%);
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- the above situation is not encouraging - it iflea discrete demographic behaviour of the
population in the area we have analysed. In tiln&jli have a definite impact on the administrative
systems. In such conditions, if the phenomena woetithe contingent of preschoolers will be reduced
more and more, the vitality of the institutions nented to the preschool cycle will disappear, tthes,
units will be closed down - a situation that nobasgnts, since it implies important and severe
negative consequences.

Starting with this fact, there is a series of digiens for thepreschool cycl®f the children’s
instruction, and they need to reflect the attentloey have been given. The growth in the quality of
education and infrastructure in the preschool cyol®y represent a stimulus for the change of
demographic behaviour in the analysed area, wheng/parents will be made aware that they have
all the support in raising and educating theirdei.

Definite criteria have to be decided, such @gporting a nursery in each local unit, as an
elementary cell in acquiring a positive social atllical behaviourhiring only qualified staff on each
position; offering the possibility to school staffthe preschool cycle to a continuous professional
training; supply with the adequate furniture andvefsified teaching material; educating the
preschoolers in the spirit of the local community,order to preserve and develop the local and
regional way of lifegtc.

These actions have to represent the result of aséat action of at least three educational
partners:preschool education institutipriocal decision makerand parents the last as indirect
beneficiaries of the educational process.

3. ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

A quantification of the data on tleéementary school cycldivisions I-IV), and a comparison
with the previous years, shows the following situain thelnner City Area of Sinaia-Bteni-Azuga-
Predeal-R&nov-Braov (Poiana Braov) (table 2):

Table 2.The situation of the elementary school cycle inéTihner City Area of Sinaia-Bteni-
Azuga-Predeal-Réov-Brgov (Poiana Braov)” (2008)

Crt. City/ Local units included/ Number of Number Number Ratio
No. Town/ villages included schools/ of of school | students/
Municipality Divisions I-IV students teachers teacher
1 Brasov Bragov 29 8,417 448 18.79
2 Ghimbav Ghimbav 1 132 4 33.00
3 Cristian Cristian 1 101 3 33.67
4 Ré&snov R&nov 3 619 30 20.63
5 R&nov Romacril
6 Predeal Predeal 1 125 4 31.25
7 Paraul Rece
8 Timisul de Jos
9 Timisul de Sus
10 | Azuga Azuga 1 219 5 43.80
11 | Busteni Buwteni 3 308 8 38.50
12 PoianaTapului
13 | Sinaia Sinaia 2 421 12 35.08
Total 41 10,549 514 20.52

Source data from the National Institute of StatisticsSNBrasov and NIS Prahova (2009)

- the student contingent has decreased graduadly 8990, but in the last 2-3 years there was
a slight increase. Still, unlike other areas in toeinties of Brgov and Prahova, in the area under
consideration, the situation is not critical yehe(tdominant establishments are urban, with a
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complexity, vitality and resilience superior to alestablishments). There is a sufficient number of
elementary students in all the local units in thiga, to help keep working each elementary
educational cell (elementary school);

- the trend of decrease in the number of studesdgsito be prevented, in order to stay on the
current coordinates in all local units. In some adstrative areas (e.g. Ghimbav - 132 students,
Cristian - 101 students, Predeal - 125 students)situation could become difficult, because the
minimum number of students required to keep thetiexg elementary school functional has not been
met. The school could be closed down, and the ele&anestudents sent to other viable schools. The
picture in which an elementary school has to beedadown due to the reduced number of students is
dramatic, elementary school being the stronghol@asfic education, which no local unit should be
without;

- there are 41 elementary schools, where 10,54fests learn. All these elementary schools
represent parts of schools within preparatory skcéod high school,

- the highest number of elementary schools is deabin the city of Brgov (29), followed by
the towns of Rgnov and Bgteni (3 in each local unit) and the town of Sing@a In the rest of the
local units, there is one single elementary school,

- the average regional value of the ratio betwéenriumber of students/elementary school
within the Inner City Area of Sinaia-Bteni-Azuga-Predeal-Raov-Bragov (Poiana Braov) is
257.29, higher than the national average value;

- the number of teaching staff is fair, there atd School teachers. All teaching staff hired in
the elementary school institutions in the analyeedtory has teaching degrees;

- the average regional value of the ratio betwéennumber of students and the number of
teaching staff is 20.52% students per teacher. aMagage is positive, included in the educational
rigors of the European Union and it reflects noryabut of two reasons: the fair amount of teaghin
staff and the number of students in elementaryagcho

- compared to the regional average, we notices®rg18.78 students/teacher) andsiRé
(20.63 students/teacher), with an extremely favoerasituation. As for Ghimbav (33.00
students/teacher), Cristian (33.67), Predeal (31&&1ga (43.80), Bgteni (38.50) and Sinaia (35.08)
there is a need to step in and reduce the valugmioyng professionals amongst the teaching shaff.
developed countries across the European Unioryahe of the above-mentioned parameter is 15-20
students/teaching staff.

Out of the major coordinates which are at stakehim vitality and functionality of the
elementary school cycle in the area of our concgmnotice:maintaining the education facilities in
each local unit employing only professional staftontinuously cleansing and modernizing the
educational facilities(most of the educational institutions at elementivel in the area under
consideration have properly modernized and utilispdces);ntroducing various subjects in the
curricula at the school’'s decision, which aim ateparing the students in practical areas of the
territory in order for them to become good professils,etc.

4. SECONDARY EDUCATION

The secondary educational cydke characterised by a special dynamics, a situatia
adheres to the existent reality throughout the tgurThe dynamics is a trend that introduces
contracting school unit®o make them more viablstaffing them with qualified personnel, equipping
them with up to date, practical teaching matenaisely using their financesic.

A closer look at the coordinates for the applidabibf secondary education in thener City
Area of Sinaia-Bgteni-Azuga-Predeal-Raov-Brgov (Poiana Brasov)brings out the following
existing particularities (table 3):

- the secondary school institutions have a largmbar of peculiarities (identical with the
elementary school cycle), which is considered aranathge for the analysed area (at national level,
the number of schools in the secondary cycle ismhomver than in the elementary);
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Table 3.The situation of the preparatory school cycle irh&Tinner city area of Sinaia-Bieni-
Azuga-Predeal-R&ov-Brgov (Poiana Braov)” (2008)

Ref. City/ Local unit Schools/ | Students Teaching Ratio students/
No. Town/ divisions staff teaching staff
Municipality V-V
1 Brasov Brasov 29 9,215 754 12.22
2 Ghimbav Ghimbav 1 207 18 11.50
3 Cristian Cristian 1 128 16 8.00
4 Ré&nov R&nov 3 673 64 10.52
5 Ré&nov
Romacril
6 Predeal Predeal 1 171 15 11.40
7 Paraul Rece
8 Timisul de Jos
9 Timisul de Sus
10 | Azuga Azuga 1 248 16 15.50
11 | Busteni Buwsteni 3 315 54 5.83
12 Poianalapului
13 | Sinaia Sinaia 2 442 58 7.62
Total 41 11,399 995 11.46

Source The National Institute of Statistics, NIS Boa and NIS Prahova (2009)

- in the secondary cycle there are 11,399 studentslled, an average value of 278.02
students/secondary school. With this value, thdyaed area has higher values compared to the
present national average;

- compared to the average regional value, the lmalgl unit with higher values is the city of
Brasov (317.76 students/secondary school. In this @lse, the approach should be qualitative, since
it brings out a series of major discrepancies. &arfore specific, schools situated in the centrah ar
have a larger number of students than those isubarbs (a reality present in all urban Romanta). |
is proven by the “central” presence of parents’kyglaces and their perception, which is that céntra
schools are qualitatively superior to neighbourhones;

- in all other local units, the number of studesgsbndary school is below the regional
average and is clearly below the city of #ng here we mention the local units of Cristian§12
students/secondary school), Predeal (171) and Giirf7);

- at the moment, we notice a sufficient numbertofilents to make each respective institution
efficient, in each local unit. An analysis of thefartment of Education, Research and Development,
based on a financial matrix of the school infradinte, number of teaching staff, student number,
personnel expenses, etc, has reached the folloainglusion: a school cannot be viable unless it has
at least 50 students enrolled and active. All ti®sls with a lower number have to be closed down
(the process is ongoing), and the respective stadesve to be guided to the nearest functional
secondary school (for this there is a program tdperural schools with a sufficient number of bissse
intended for the development of the school acts dbsolutely normal, if we take into considenatio
the educational inefficiency resulted from a lownter of students;

- some students from the rural surroundings ofltiner City Area of Sinaia-Bteni-Azuga-
Predeal-Ra@nov-Brgov (Poiana Braov) prefer to attend town and city secondary schagimaply
because the education offered there is more dfiedgimainly intensive foreign languages classes),
the facilities are superior and the staff is ehtiprofessional;

- the level of professionals amongst the teachiaff 81 the secondary school cycle from the
analysed area is positive, in line with the educeti requirements within the European Union;
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- the average regional value of the number of sdmgnlevel students, compared to the
number of existing teaching staff is 11.46 secondrel students/teaching staff (the average intmos
European states with a modern educational systéfimland, Norway, Germany etc, is of 10-15
students/teaching staff);

- this causes a series of territorial differenées. example, the surprising situation ofsBani
(5.83 secondary level students/teaching staff), pged to Azuga (15.50 secondary level
students/teaching staff), both meeting the educaticequirements of the European Union;

- the surprisingly positive situation of Beni (from this view point) is merely apparent,c&n
the value of the above mentioned report has nodysdvibeen a favourable one but it is one resulted
from the gradual reduction of the number of stusient

- what is surprising is that within thimner city Area of Sinaia-Bteni-Azuga-Predeal-
R&nov-Braov (Poiana Braov) (from the analysed data, made available by thedBre&School
Inspectorate and the Prahova School Inspectorattjak there are no functional private secondary
schools and there are no requests for the creafisach institutions. We believe it is a negatigetf
compared to the European Union area that promotesti@ educational structures and opportunities.

If we made an analysis of the efficiency of theoselary educational cycle within tiener City
Area of Sinaia-Bgteni-Azuga-Predeal-Raov-Brgov (Poiana Braov), based on all components, we
should establish two separate entittbs: urban componensuperior in quality anthe rural component
where some of the flaws are evident and difficolt to take into consideration. As for the firstignthe
advantages aréhe sufficient number of studentthe quality of the teaching staffvith a complete
specialized training and a continuous adequategasibnal instructionthe equipment of schools with up
to date teaching materiathe existence of specialized laboratories in every skibe accessibility by
urban means of transportatiptimerich educational environment providegtc. The rural componerdf the
secondary cycle confronts with some real threélteats connected to the decredisesome situationsih
the number of students and, at the same timeetméfficient performinghiring of unqualified personnel
the difficult accesgespecially in the cold seasotije migration of a part of students towards theosthin
the city the insufficient attention to hygiene, the poorpyipg, etc. If a qualitative evolution of rural
education is wanted, there is, theoretically, agpf@nsolution: to reach the qualitative level of tivban
education (from all viewpoints). It will be hardreach but not impossible.

5. ARTS AND CRAFTS SCHOOLS

The complementargnd apprenticeshipeducational components, also known &st$ and
Crafts Schoolsare well represented in the analysed area. Stgnal proof is the region’s economic
tradition (especially industrial and of tourismhé economy within thénner City Area of Sinaia-
Busteni-Azuga-Predeal-Réov-Braov (Poiana Braov) is an important element for the southern part
of Transylvania. It implies the existence of somerfative schools for the necessary work forces It i
self implied that the existing specialisations wWwitlthe Arts and Crafts Schools are based on the
industrial, commercial and tourist branches: niotmittextile industry, electric industry, electrorand
electro technical industry, chemical industry, waogbloitation and manufacturing, mechanical, agro
tourism, auto industry, etc.

There are 16 such institutions in Boa (12), R&nov (1), Predeal (1), Bteni (1) and (Sinaia
(1). They have 4,758 students, potential employeesonomy (agriculture, trade, industry and other
services) in the counties of By, Prahova and those near them. There are twatprarts and crafts
schools in the city of Brkav (out of the 12 existing ones). The present Sitnaallows a positive
judgement on the importance of this professionahfof education. The structuring of the students on
different types of crafts is a fair adjustment ke tlabour market in the counties of Bra and
Prahova. Still, there should be a match and digioh of crafts in the territory according to tloeél
request. The arts and crafts schools, which speeiah industry and services, are very much
appreciated; they are the main institutions thavidie the local labour force.

Within the Arts and Crafts Schools in thener City Area of Sinaia-Bteni-Azuga-Predeal-
R&nov-Bragov (Poiana Braov) there are 162 specialized teaching staff. Thusgstilts a regional
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average of 29.37 students/teaching staff, which ifit the operational plan of the Department of
Education, Research and Development. There areaamingful differences in the average regional
value and the values recorded for each local uitiit such educational structures.

We believe such Arts and Crafts Schools could kated in the other administrative units in
the area of our concern (Ghimbav, Cristian and Azug

The Arts and Crafts Schools within thener City Area of Sinaia-Bteni-Azuga-Predeal-
Ré&nov-Braov (Poiana Braov) form educational structures affiliated to schoalksjrtheoretical high
schools and technical colleges.

6. HIGH SCHOOL EDUCATION

High school educations very well represented in thaner City Area of Sinaia-Bteni-
Azuga-Predeal-Réov-Brgov (Poiana Braov). There are some old and famous high schools here,
with national or international notoriety. They cowan entire pallet of specialisations, through rthei
educational curricula. The competence of the temchktaff is in most cases without flaws. This is
shown by the students’ results in different sclomoitests.

In the analysed area, there are 34 high schooitutishs (ational colleges technical
colleges high schools school groupsnormal schools public and private, with a total humber of
16,949 students. The high school institutions aesent in the local units of Biav (29), Ranov (1),
Predeal (1), Azuga (1), Bieni (1) and Sinaia (1).

In the 34 educational structures at high schoctlieithin the area, there is 1,443 teaching
staff, for the entire discipline pallet in the sohourricula. The distribution on local units (tkosith
high school units) of the number of students aadheng staff is as follows: Bgav (14,899 students;
1,257 teaching staff), Rdov (574 students; 58 teaching staff), Predeal (@&ud#ents; 23 teaching
staff), Azuga (102 students; 13 teaching staff)st&ui (455 students; 41 teaching staff) and Sinaia
(647 students; 51 teaching staff).

The average number of high school students/teaddtaify, in the analysed area is of 11.75
high school students/teaching staff, thus makiragritatch with the educational rigors of the Europea
Union and of the Department of Education, Researuth Development. Compared to the average
regional value of the analysed parameter, we nstiperior values (regardless if positive or negativ
in the local units of Brgov (11.85 students/teaching staff), Predeal (1%t88ents/teaching staff) and
Sinaia (12.69 students/teaching staff). In the ofg$he local units, the values are below the nagjio
value such as Raov (9.90 students/teaching staff), Azuga (7.88lestts/teaching staff) and Beni
(11.10 students/teaching staff).

The number of high school institutions and thepety are a reflection of the reality of the
territory, representing the educational requireme@rftthe counties of Bgav and Prahova, as well as
of the Romanian Southern Transylvanian space.

- there are 1®ational collegesandtheoretical high schoolfor the educational training of a
solid knowledge background and acquiring of a sopdinguistic competence. They meet all the
students’ needs. Out of these, 11 are in the ditgrasov and the local units of Predeal and Azuga
(one institution each);

- 3 schools are meant for training students in and sports and they are all in the city of
Brasov;

- the industrial development of the region anddhersity of the economies have lead to the
creation of 15 specialized high schools (technamleges, industrial, economic and administrative
school groups, science colleges);

- to those we can add an Orthodox High School Sapirmeant to prepare students, in the
city of Brasov;

- out of the 34 high school institutions, 32 arélpuiand 2 are private, with accreditations
from the responsible Department.

The training of the teaching staff in all high schanstitutions within the area under
consideration is of high quality (there are no kesis without specialized training).
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Out of the threats against high school educatiothéanalysed area, we want to mention
truancy(encountered especially in peripheral high schoth®) reduced presence (or lack thereof) of
the economic entities, potential employettse lack of supplies of specialized schois some
situations)the weak safety provided to students in the pergtégh schoolsetc;

The high school institutions within the area shdwoicls more on developing certain fields of
specialisation which are on high request on theodabmarket: economy, IT, electronics,
communication, agriculture and related fields @ @iehechanics, mountainology, veterinary medicine,
horticulture), construction, tourisnetc.

7. POST HIGH SCHOOL EDUCATION

Post High School Educatials closely related to high school, being in equalportion with
the number of inhabitants, resources and econop@ciaisations of the two counties (Boa and
Prahova). Schools following high school level areperly oriented on the educational proposal. They
are perfectly shaped according to the labour markethe city of Braov there are three such
institutions (one public and two private), with 6dttendants.

If we analyse the proposal of the specialisationghese schools, we can easily realize the
importance of the city of Bgav in the field of education and health. Basicappst high school
specialisations are a direct link to the two majocial fields. Still, we feel a series of spectiiens
are lacking from the post high school educationa@ppsal. Specialisations such as those in the
agrozootehnical field, tourism, I'€fc.

8. VOCATIONAL AND SPECIAL EDUCATION

Vocational Education and Trainin¢/ET), also calledCareer and Technical Educatiorsg
also well represented in the educational struotitiein the Inner City Area of Sinaia-Bteni-Azuga-
Predeal-R&nov-Brgov (Poiana Braov). Under the direct authority of the County School
Inspectorate of Bkv and Prahova, there are 21 such specializederafucational institutions:

- for extraordinary physically endowed studentgreéhare 6 highly complesports oriented
institutions thus, 3 in the City of Bkav and one in each local unit of §R@v, Predeal and Sinaia;

- students skilled in music and arts can attendcthegses of 4 specialized institutions (2 in
Brasov and one in each local unit of fRév and Sinaia);

- there are 7 educational centres for children ditferent types of disabilities (4 in Byav; 1
in Busteni and 2 in Sinaia), where the educational culsiare adequate and focused on the respective
type of disability;

- Orthodox Theological specialisation is provideg the Orthodox High School Seminary
“Dumitru Stiniloaie” in Brasov; the other religions do not have educationditintgons in the area we
have analysed;

- the teaching staff can benefit from educationgbpert, from research and information
opportunities within 3 institutions (2 in Biav and 1 in Sinaia).

The particular status of these specialized edutaltimstitutions is conferred by the presence
of variousmodules of trainingas well as theishared managemefihe Brgov or Prahova CSI, and
authorities in the fields of sports, religion, atiealth, etc).

9. THE TEACHING STAFF

The analysis conducted on the territorial distiifrutand quality of the professional training of
theteaching staffn the analysed area, shows a series of majdbw@ts - some positive, some which
need to be bettered as soon as possible. In thenprersity education level within tHaner City Area
of Sinaia-Buyteni-Azuga-Predeal-Raov-Brgov (Poiana Braov) there is a considerable number of
teaching staff with a clear professional trainimgeir specialized knowledge and teaching skills are
proven by the quality of the students’ professidraihing. We want to point out that the Department
of Education offers all teaching staff the posgipito acquire a continuous professional training
through its territorial representatives (CSI #ng CSI Prahova, the Teaching-Staff Resource Centre
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Brasov, the Teaching-Staff Resource Centre Prahova,tlaadJniversity of “Transylvania” Bgav,
etc). Moreover, there are also programmes meamnufaf education. The downside is that there are
still untrained teachers in some rural school ingtns.

The analysis of the quality level of the teachitaffgeveals that 98.00% of the teaching staff
has a specialized training and the remaining 2.@80¥#ntrained teaching staff, a fact that needseto b
corrected immediately. At territorial unit centevél the percentage of qualified teaching staffis
100% which fits perfectly in the average of the onajities of Romania; the rare cases with untrained
teaching staff are found only in some of the lagats.

If we monitor the teaching staff according to thliei@tional ranking, we notice that a major
part have the ®ldegree teaching rank; this is a positive aspetitliere is also a downside to it-
indicates the idea that a certain part of the tiegcstaff are not young people; still, in the catggof
young teaching staff we can also include those a@ the 2 degree teaching rank, and those who
are just beginning, who are the great majority.

The advantages of the teaching staff indicatortlaeehigh averageercentage of qualified
teacherstheoverall presence of specialized teaching stafflimost all school institutions; the desire
to continuously aim at superior traini@8 of pre-university teaching staff have a Ph.i; positive
results of the students at different school cogtélse notoriety of various pre-university institutson
(especially in the centre of the city of Bo&), etc.

The disadvantages are not many but they need tiedle with as soon as possibigoviding
qualified teaching stafin all school institutions;enrolling as many representatives of the pre-
university education to continuous training courstendance of Masters Studies, PhD studiss,

10. ELEMENTS OF THE EDUCATIONAL INFRASTRUCTURE
A highly important aspect of the vitality and effincy of the educational phenomenon is
given by thedegree of coverage of students of the classroomigamgtable 4).

Table 4.Ratio of students {thigh school graduates)/class rooms-gymnasiums ‘fiher City Area
of Sinaia-Byteni-Azuga-Predeal-Réov-Brgov (Poiana Braov)” (2008)

Crt. | City/Town/ Class rooms/ Ratio students/ | Standard | Ratio students/

No. | Municipality | Students Laboratories/ Number work | gymnasiums | gymnasiums

Infirmaries/ School spaces
work shops

1 | Braov 36,262 2,239 16.20 52 697.35
2 | Ghimbav 339 18 18.83 1 339.00
3 | Cristian 229 16 14.31 1 229.00
4 | Rgnov 2,113 78 27.09 1 2,113.25
5 | Predeal 654 28 23.36 1 654.00
6 | Azuga 569 18 31.61 1 569.00
7 | Busteni 1,507 90 16.74 1 1,507.00
8 | Sinaia 1,775 88 20.17 1 1,775.00
Total 43,448 2,575 16.87 59 736.41

Source data taken from the National Institute of StatistNIS Brgaov and NIS Prahova (2009)

The analysed phenomenon, quantified by the datagmbove table, has several important
aspects:

- across the entire studied area, the number e$i@ams, laboratories, infirmaries and school
workshops amounts to 2,575. The average of studiemtseach classroom is balanced, 16.87
students/classroom. The values do not show drdgferences, the maximum can be found in the
local unit of Azuga (31.61 students/classroom), tmedminimum, in the local unit of Cristian (14.31
students/classroom);
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- the average value of the number of studentsfdass in thelnner City Area of Sinaia-
Busteni-Azuga-Predeal-Raov-Braov (Poiana Braov) indicates the presence of a sufficient school
infrastructure for the number of students at pregba same applies to laboratories and workshops.

The situation is entirely different when we analyise ratio between number of students and
number of gyms, gyms that also are appropriatelypged and according to the norm. There are 59
gyms that meet the educational requirements of Department of Education, Research and
Development. They are located very unevenly, 5them are in the city of Bgav and one of each in
all other local units.

The average value of the number of students /mettym, within thelnner City Area of
Sinaia-Byteni-Azuga-Predeal-Raov-Brgov (Poiana Braov) is of 736.41 students, though it does
not reflect a territorial reality at all. The diflmnces from one local unit to another are fairlggistent.

The analysis of the information on thehool infrastructuren the studied area points out the
existence of modern and properly equipped schatitutions. This situation is fairly common for the
centre of the city of Bigv (national colleges, theoretical high schoolswal as some secondary
schools). As a general view, the buildings of tobko®l institutions meet the requirements for the
optimal educational process. Even so, we have iot pait that in the last year the investments in
school infrastructure did not meet the existing dseeTotal repairs were done in five schools,
consolidation was provided to three institutionsl dmnding and modernizing was provided for 29
schools.

11. UNIVERSITY AND POST GRADUATE EDUCATION

University and Graduate Educatiowithin the Inner City Area of Sinaia-Bteni-Azuga-
Predeal-R&nov-Brgov-Poiana Braov is of high quality. There are several strong ursitg profiled
institutions. University and Graduate education @mesent in two of the local units of the analysed
area, namely Bg@v and Sinaia. In the city of Byav, there are two public universities (“Transilvahi
University and “Henri Coarid Air Force Academy). Furthermore, there is thevare “George
Baritiu” University of Bragov, with its head office in the above mentionedalagnit, and a series of
private and public university extensions in BuckargSextil Pycariu” Univeristy in Bucharest,
“Dimitrie Cantemir” Christian University in Buchast "Spiru Haret” University in Bucharest, “Pro-
Universitate” Foundation in Bucharest, the Romarank Institute in Bucharest). In the local unit of
Sinaia there is an extension of the Ecologic Umigrof Bucharest. This is a private university,
accredited by the DERYS (Department of Educatia@sdarch, Youth and Sports).

There are over 32,109 students attending all usityefevels:bachelor's degree, master’s
degree, advanced studies, post-graduate studiesPdmidl studies The distribution of students in
public and private universities is as follows: Z3Q&tudents in public university and 14,279 stuslent
in private universities. There are 1,091 univergsigching staff (heads of courses and associates),
of which 971 in the public universities and 12Qhe private ones.

The main superior education institution isransilvania” University of Braov. It has 16
faculties with an impressive number of special@adiin almost all educational fields. It has cosrse
for all levels of study (campus education, low fregcy, distance learning, master’'s degree, PhD,
advanced studies, post-graduate studies). In afietlstructures, there are 2,196 students enrolled.
There is 968 teaching staff assigned to their itngif‘ Transilvania” University of Brgov has the most
complex educational curricula.

"Henri Coandi” Air Force Academys meant for university training in the militaryefd and
it has one faculty (the Faculty of Aeronautical Mgament). It has 198 students (within five existing
specialisations) and 58 civil and military teachisgff. It resides under the ownership of two
departments, the Department of Education, Researth Development and the Department of
Defence.

Within the other high-level institutions, there amveral other specialisations (Economy, Law,
Sociology, Education Sciences, Physical Educatmah$ports, etc.) and they represent an alternative
education area (at least quantitatively) to publitversities.
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12. CONCLUSIONS. SWOT ANALYSIS
As a conclusion, &WOT analysisf the educational integral part within theer City Area of
Sinaia-Byteni-Azuga-Predeal-Réov-Brgov (Poiana Braov) should contain the following major
vectors:
* Strengths:
- the existence of all levels of education (froragmhool to post graduate);
- the consideration of the city of B as the main educational centre in southern Vhaasia and
central Romania;
- the presence of a relatively well prepared/ecactatork labour;
- the gross ratio of primary, secondary and supedaoication is in a slight increase;
- the ratio of school and university drop out ismdasing;
- students appreciate the quality of educatiomairthometowns;
- the varied network of specialisations in the edional institutions;
- education satisfies most of the basic standaittsnthe European Union;
- in Bragov and Sinaia as university centres, the averagel lof training of the dwellers is
comparable to the country average;
- there is a strong relation based on cooperatitimn @ducational centres in the Euro-Atlantic space,
fact proven by the rising mobility of universityusients and teaching staff.
* Weaknesses
- the decreasing ratio of school coverage espgaakigh school level;
- the decrease of school attendants;
- the incomplete collaboration between public andgbe superior education and the requirements of
the labour market;
- the presence of identical or similar specialsadiwithin several universities;
- the presence of the drop out phenomenon for esmneasons (especially university level teaching
staff in the rural area);
- the presence of unqualified teaching staff in sdmstitutions;
- the low wages of the teaching staff, of auxilisegching staff and of associates;
- the university campuses are situated in inacekessocations and do not have all the necessary
equipment on the premises or in the vicinity;
- the student canteens are not used at full capdle# service is expensive and often of poor gali
- there are insufficient places in school dorméseri
- there is no adequate job offer system for stigjessimething similar to the EU or American students
at best it can be found in the form of partnersiijie NGOs and private companies.
* Opportunities:
- diversifying qualifications/specialisations altlalvels of education;
- hiring in the future only qualified staff for eyyecourse (which is primordial);
- modernizing and equipping adequately all laclédgcational institutions;
- paying attention to institutions which could offgrofessional training in several fields (ensurihg
flexibility of students on the labour market);
- involving organizations/institutions in making reuthat information and consultancy on career
options are accessible to all;
- implementing a university and post graduate modesnagement concept;
- developing multiculturalism and intercultural ldigue within educational institutions;
- re-thinking the relationship with civil societyprovider of the contingent potential meant for the
educational act;
- building authentic and original strategies foueational development.
* Threats:
- under utilizing the human potential,
- de-professionalising students;
- limiting the access to studies due to the nedthahcial support.
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