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THE SOMES PLATEAU — REGIONAL IDENTITY

POMPEI COCEAN, WILFRIED SCHREIBER, GABRIELA COCEAN’

ABSTRACT - The Some Plateau, situated in the North - North-Westerrt parthe Transylvanian
Depression, represents one of the most controVgesigyraphical units as its extension and subuamnés
concerned. The causes of this aspect are conta&nted lithological, morphological, and structural-
tectonic differences present in the northern pathe Transylvanian tectonic basin, as well asha t
orientation of the spatial interrelation vectorsdamof their gravitation towards corridors, axes, or
polarizing centres, defining for a functional tesrial system. The critical analysis of the predsces’
opinions leads us towards the individualizationtleé morphologic nucleus of the SagmBlateau,
consisting of the Cluj and Dej Hills, as well ag fimisna Hills, in the arc of the circle shaped by the
corridors of the Nai} (Capus) — Someul Mic — Somae rivers, to which a trans-Someompartment is
attached, made of the Pére;-Boiu Mare Plateau and theil&ruc Hills. All these subunits gravitate,
naturally and anthropically, towards the above-noeatd river corridor, forming a systemic type
functional unit.

Keywords: functional territorial system, regional identitiie Some Plateau.

There are a significant number of position takimgthe geographic literature with respect to
the Some Plateau. However, their absolute majority limitdefining it as component of the central
unit of the Transylvanian Depression, that is @& ¢neat tectonic basin outlined in the middle jpért
the Carpathian range during the Neozoic. Withis thasin, it occupies the northern sector, while the
Transylvanian Plain and the Tarnave Plateau ovédieother two units situated southwards.

When surveying the opinions expressed on the $&iateau, on its formation as a territorial
unit, one may remark their considerable diverdigaving aside the natural temptation, any researche
may encounter, to impose a personal viewpointriginal as possible, an extremely nuanced range of
opinions on the subject may be identified, whicholviously still maintaining it under discussion.
They refer especially to the north-eastern bordéneplateau, but also of its component subuaits,
their inventory, even partial, is considered uséfulour approach.

The analyzed unit is found mentioned under the namée Some Platform in Vintila
Mihailescu’s studies (1934, 1936, 1937), resumed inessabsequent syntheses, where its outline is
relatively equivocal (including also some areasadééd outside the Intra-Carpathian Yoke, therefore
outside the Transylvanian Depression). An incipiepinion which, after the observations and the
researches in the region began to intensify, wasshared anymore, the units outside the Intra-
Carpathian Yoke being associated to other maja@frehits (the Western Hills).

The toponym ofSome Plateauis found entirely decreed in Alexandru Savu’s papérstly
in his PhD thesis, where it appears with a moribhsnsistence, justified in fact, aiming obvioysit
its generalization and permanentization, a factheamsjzed by its vehiculation in subsequent syntheses
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on the Subcarpathians or on the marginal depressgarch as the paper belonging to Prof. Victor
Tufescu (1966).

Therefore, the PhD thesis of Prof. Alexandru S&nam Cluj-Napoca, entitled”odisul
Somesan — studiu geomorfologic [The Some Plateau — Geomorphological Study], represents a
pioneer’'s work among the numerous attempts to agpran detail the issue of this unit. The thesis,
presented publicly in 1963, remained unpublishetbrtumately and therefore inaccessible for the
wide public. However, we owe this author some & thost authorized opinions regarding the
extension and the spatial delimitation of the @ateas well as the dominant morphological character

The author initially established the position a# tmit north of the Sorgel Mic Corridor and,
partially, of the Somgil Mare. According to his opinion, the unit expamdstwards, up to theilSuta
Valley. Therefore, the plateau encloses, eastwandswestwards, the entire Scnwrridor between
Dej and Jibou, having firm limits southwards — teorridors of major valleys — and making the
connection with the mountainous areas from the hn@md north-west through depressions of
morphological contact @pus, Almas-Agrij). The Breaza Ridge and theijws Depression do not
integrate into the plateau because of some peagiaetic, evolutional and morphologic features. The
fact that the delimitation operation has not bessyet all determines the same author to subsdyuent
reconsider his position, enlarging the limits af fflateau, on all the facades, by including theditye
the Alma-Agrij and the lapus marginal depressions; theifdud Hills, the Ciceu Hills (with the
Breaza Ridge), the Feleac Hill, inclusively, siathtas known, south of the SamkeMic Corridor
(Geografia Romaniei, vol. Ill., 1987).

For Alexandru Ungureanu (1993), the Sertateau represents a major relief unit situated
north of the two Somerivers, which combines in an “appropriate” mantier attributes of a classical
plateau. He argues against the idea of attachibg &Some platform with an outer and an inner
border (having practically as axis of reference Mesg Ridge and the alignment of the crystalline
horsts of the Intra-Carpathian Yoke), localizingsirictly in the interior of the Transylvanian
Depression. As the extension and the componennéshare concerned, the plateau includes the Cluyj
and Dej Hills, the AlmgAgrij Depression, the&imisna-Garbou Hills, the Boiu-Galg Plateau, the
Breaza Ridge, the Ciceu Hills, the Suplai Hills dinel Nisaud Hills (their extension to the left side of
the Somgul Mare, south of Blsiud, must be remarked !). The plateau also includesstructural
plateaus carved in Eocene limestongni€eni-Dumbrava and Boiu-Gélg (Boiu Plateau, Puficet-
Boiu Mare-Jugstreni Plateau; Puiicet-Boiu Mare Plateau according to other authors).

Grigor P. Pop (2001), in a study with clear, imégd regional content, on the entire
Transylvanian Depression, certifies the extensibrthe plateau also east of thel&ita Valley
Corridor. In fact, through comparative analydig extension of the unit approaches the one prdpose
previously by Al. Ungureanu, excepting the exclusiof the Alma-Agrij Depression from its
structure (considered as belonging to the margindl of the Transylvanian Depression) and of the
sector of the Blsaud Hills situated left of the Soma Mare. However, he identifies a hew subunit he
names th&omeul Mare Hills, divided in its turrinto the Ciceu Hills, the Suplai Hills and théadsud
Hills. Thus, the limit of the plateau is pushedteasds, up to the confluence of the Cormaia Valley
with the upper sector of the SoguéMare, including practically all the southern rfioations of the
Tibles and the Rodna mountain ranges. South-westwardsléiteau preserves the limit established
along the Gpus Valley. The author's arguments are numerous akeé fato consideration the
structural, morphological, hydrographical, climatisiopedogeographical, but also geographical-
historical aspects (the function of northern linfes the Roman Dacia, as well as of western
penetration corridor for the Hungarians, through 1Bome Gate”). For the above-mentioned author,
the pedantry of regionalizing the Sagmelateau in a series of subunits must be remad@uge of
them clearly spatially individualized: the margimairridors of the three rivers, the SameMic, the
Someul Mare and the Somewhich flank subunits such as the Cluj and Dejls{ithe Simisna-
Surduc Hills, the Puiret-Boiu Mare Plateau, the Breaza Ridge and tiatisic Hills, Someul Mare
Hills.

The author brings into discussion, aiming at dnnig the same argumentative arsenal, the
notion ofplateay omitting, however, in our opinion, its most imgeott significance: flattened surface,
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with altitudes prevalently connected to certainvatmns imposed by lithology, tectonics, evolutibna
stages, modeling system, etc. Hence, the inclusi@s parameters of some units such as the Breaza
Ridge or the Msiud Hills, that discord, both in altimetry and iméscape, with the surrounding areas.
In fact, as far as the sine qua non peculiaritieth® plateaus are concerned, we consider as @wspir
the ones outlined by M. lelenicz and EnHulache (2008): an area with flat, extended, atradly or
morphogenetically determined interfluves; major &tage, of more than 100 m; low or moderate
fragmentation (the area of interfluves exceeds dhe of valley corridors), the concentration of
settlements on terraces or glacises, etc.

Subsequently, although the number of referenams filifferent branches of Geography has
sensitively increased, a single thorough studyitiggrally focused its thematic towards emphasizing
the demographical and habitational peculiaritiegshid compartment, namely the one belonging to
Aurel Maier (2001), entitleéPodigsul Somegan, popularia si agezirile [The Some Plateau, Population
and Settlements].

Centered directly and in detail on a defining éssfithe SomgPlateau, the one of population
and settlements, the paper elaborated and publishefjurel Maier points out, in a succinct but
consistent survey on “natural limits and subunigsimore spatially-restricted matrix of the unit.eTh
author excludes, with pertinent arguments, bothmfra morphostructural and a morphometrical
perspective, the Ciceu Hills, the Breaza Ridge #redSuplai Hills (present in the papers of other
authors) from the structure of the plateau, esthlrlg the eastern limit on the interfluve betwedea t
Salatruc Valley and the Valea Mare. In exchange, hegrdtes between its limits the Algragrij
Depression, together with the NiadCluj and Dej Hills,Simisna-Garbou and Puteet-Magura (the
latter replacing the Puiret-Boiu Mare Plateau, found in other authors’ works &imited only to the
plateau formed mainly on calcareous substratum).

M. lelenicz and lleanad@u (2005) have localized the Sogrfélateau in the north-western part
of the Transylvanian Depression, including the BBiateau, the Cluj Hills, the Dej Hills and the
Ciceu Hills, as well as the corridors of the th&eme rivers (the one of the Somé Mare only
downstream Beclean, which supposes an easterndirtiie plateau on the glia Valley). The Breaza
Ridge is attached to thieipus Subcarpathianstogether with the homonym depression, while the
Ndasaud Hills represent an independent peri-Transylvanian entity.

Finally, the selective introspection of the posititakings regarding the Som®lateau is
concluded with mentioning the study elaborated bB&adea and coll. (2006), where this geographical
unit is reconfigured as the Prisnel Ridge, the Cieklls and the AlmgAgrij Depression are also
attached. Moreover, the same authors integratetir@csouth-western part of the plateau a distinct
subdivision, the Huedin Plateau, consisting of @pus Hills, the Rniceni Plateau and the Huedin
Depression.

Starting from the heritage of geographical refeesnaccumulated so far, mostly of
geomorphological nature, and taking into considenathe new desiderata for defining the regional
identity of the unit, the morphological criterioribg insufficient for delimiting a functional syste
region, we open the discussion on the Sorm&ateau starting, as a matter of course, from its
individualization as distinct spatial entity.

From the analysis of the main position takings réigg the SomgPlateau, we distinguish the
following more important aspects:

- the extremely nuanced range of authors’ viewpaintgerning its territorial extension (from
the Some platform stretched even west of the Mg&edge, in Vintik Mihailescu’s opinion,

to a more restricted area in Aurel Maier’s work);

- the diversity of opinions regarding its limits (tvithe inclusion or exclusion from its perimeter
of the Almag-Agrij Depression, the Breaza Ridge, th&siNid, the Ciceu or the Soméd Mare

Hills);

- the mosaic of opinions regarding the subunits efglateau and the attributed toponyms (see
the “bazaar” of names attributed to the RreeBoiu Mare Plateau or to tHgmisna-Surduc

Hills);
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the predomination of morphological criteria in fsgionalization (the insistency upon the

presence of the monoclinal structural relief);

the evasive taking into consideration of the altioecriterion, which made possible the

inclusion into the same unit of some areas witlotalsle altitudinal difference (more than 300

m). We believe that for a relief from, in whoseidefg the attribute of flathess is invoked as a
fundamental peculiarity, this criterion was reqdirall the more as it is not the case of some
residual massifs or of some suspended horstslaitarfed surface;

in the delimitation based on multiple criteria, ofgional type, present at Alexandru

Ungureanu (1993) and Grigor P. Pop (2001), thenftyeof the mass and energy-carrying

vectors in the territorial system, as well as tipatisl polarization towards the same

gravitational centers or axes, was not taken intesitleration.

On the other side, an introspective look upon te®ggaphical space in the northern

Transylvanian Depression, beyond the somehow sigesispects induced by the imperious necessity
of defining and including it into a rigorous andamimously-accepted structure, leads us to a sefies
observations which must be decanted before any attempt of regionalization proper. Such aspects
are the following:

the lithological mosaic, found in no other parttbé Transylvanian Depression (from the
volcanic rocks of the Ciceu Ridge, to the Dej ttife Eocene limestone in the Paret-Boiu
Mare or Rniceni-Dumbrava plateaus, the conglomerates of Bneaza Ridge or the
sandstones, marls and clays preponderant in theg sthbunits), which indicate a convulsive
geological evolution that is not at all synchronansl uniform on the entire northern border of
the Transylvanian basin;

the structural and tectonic differences registarethe disposition of different formations,
from the horizontal and pseudo-horizontal stratthefEocene limestone to the monoclines in
the western part, and the waved, folded structimethe Suplai and the adaud Hills,
respectively, which reflects different evolutiogainditions and factors from one compartment
to another;

the significant altimetric amplitude — reportedcals the spatial, yet reduced, extension of the
unit — of more than 300 m, between the Cluj andH#$ and the Somgil Mare Hills, whose
explanation leads to the invocation of some tectamid evolutional differences between the
two above-mentioned territories;

its deep sawing by the Sogn€orridor, a major geographical discontinuity, syyimous to a
threshold which pregnantly individualizes, westwardi eastward, two distinct units: the one
of the Cluj and Dej Hills, delimited by the SogneMic in the south and the SomRiver in

the east, and the one of the SeuhéMare Hills, bordered by the Sogug Mare in the south
and the Somgin the west;

as it is spatially defined at present, the SorRtateau does not represent a functional
geographic unit, the major gravitation axes, thiithe Someul Mic and the one of the
Somaul Mare, being independent, and the interrelatietwisen the extreme units (e.g. the
Nisiud Hills with theSimisna-Surduc Hills) being inexistent;

applying the mental space regionalization criteriame can easily observe the association of
some different mental structures, the one of thsiadM Land, well-consolidated, in the
Nasaud Hills and the Suplai Hills, a mental space dkiference, namely &aud-Lapus-
Chioar, in the Ciceu Hills and the area of the BeeRidge, as well as a mental space without
a sure symbolic individualization, but homogenau#s structure, in the Cluj and Dej Hills.

Comparing the extremely nuanced range of opiniceganding the extension and the

subdivisions of the SomgePlateau, with the inadvertences ascertained iB ofisseizing it as an
integrated territorial system, the analysis leawlgards a reevaluation of its spatial defining, tsf i
limits and compartments which compose it.
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Thus, the unit will firstly comprise th€luj and Dej Hills delineated south of ti&omeul Mic
Corridor and east of th8ome Corridor.

The three units represent, for all the authorshaevuit exception, a common denominator that
we can consider, without denial, the nucleus ofplageau proper.

The appurtenance of thBurcirer-Boiu Mare Plateau to the Somg Plateauis also
unquestionable (in Romanian, we propose the topfplatou’ instead of podis”, for the following
reasons: 1. to eliminate the possible confusioreggad by the integration into the same unit of two
different taxons but bearing the same name; 2t kaosleling has generated a flattened surface &f hig
uniformity), the absolute majority of geographeosiferring it the attribute of component part of the
analyzed unit.

Another subunit which does not raise questionsraig@ its appurtenance to the plateau is the
one situated north of the Cluj and Dej Hills. Nandifferently depending on author (ti§gmisna
Hills, the Géarbou Hills, th&imisna-Garbou Hills, the Bobéalna Hills, tigmisna-Surduc Hills), it
differentiates from the southern compartment thiohigher altitudes and stronger fragmentation. A
closer look to the peculiarities of the relief inadly leads to noticing some evident altimetricdan
morphologic similitudes to the subunit situated the opposite hillside of the Sogienamed the
Salatruc Hills by Grigor P. Pop and extended eastwanddo the watershed between thdaBuc
Valley and the Valea Mare. We consider that the swbunits represent a unitary morphologic and
landscape structure divided by the Seialley through deepening. We name this subdivigibthe
Some PlateauSimisna-Silatruc Hills, after the two reference settlements they sheftanore clear
connection of the two units imposes a slight soatigldeviation of the limit of th8imisna Hills, on
the interfluve between the Vad and the Olpret yallevhich, from a morphological point of view,
does not raise problems of genetic or morphogragiseonance.

In this context, the Breaza Ridge, situated nofitithe hilly compartment of the a§itruc,
cannot be attached to the plateau, remaining dieioof an upstanding syncline at the interface of
three distinct morphological units: thédus Depression in the north, the San#ateau in the south
and west, and the Sogut Mare Hills in the east.

Neither the AlmgAgrij Depression, component part of the “peri-Tggiwvanian” “marginal
unit” (according to Gr. P. Pop and M.lelenicz atehha Rtru, respectively), is integrated into the
analyzed space, as it was included by Al. UngureartiA. Maier, as well as by other authors. This
unit, formed at the morphological contact of thesieMountains with the SongePlateau, extending
on the account of the latter, has resulted fromatttvity of two parallel watercourses, the Agrand
the Agrij, whose denudation rate, related to ttze sif their afferent hydrographic basin and to the
small distance between them, has received supesioes and, of course, a high efficiency of the
fluvial sculptogenesis. Although the depressiorridor encloses westwards the circle foreshadowed
by the imbricate corridors of the Nagd Somagul Mic and Somg its anthropic gravitation is tributary,
in spite of the orographical barrier of the Mesef moderate difficulty however, whence its ditrie
of “Meses Gate” invoked by ISandru (1998) — to Zali, which polarizes the absolute majority of the
settlements situated in the depression due tadtemity and to its role of urban centre with compl
economic, social and administrative functions.

As regards the natural and anthropic gravitatibe, gpatial unit thus defined and delimited,
orientates integrally towards the Nigebomeul Mic-Some semicircular corridor, its circular
disposition ensuring the polarization on threedaduhe four facades of the plateau, a functionpktas
of great efficiency.
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Figure 1. Limits and sub-divisions of the Sgnftateau.
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There are also numerous other elements of regimdtification, besides the morpho-
hydrographical ones, derived from the relative amifity of the hill and plateau climate with western
influences; from the homogeneity of the vegetattmmposition comprising mainly mixed forests
(beech and oak forests); of the fauna adaptededaiv altitude biotopes, consisting of deciduous
associations; of soil and subsoil resources (exradjricultural fields, forestry fund, building ks;
mineral waters).

However, it is the demographical and habitatior@geéntity which is more significant,
generated by the exclusive extension of the rypace (the SomgePlateau being one of the few
regions of the country lacking interior towns). Tét@nical and confessional structure emphasizes the
overwhelming weight of the Romanian, Orthodox pafioh, the ethnical groups of other origin and
religion being the Hungarians and the Roma.

As far as the settlements are concerned, theilizatian, structure, texture and functions fully
respond to the natural conditions of a classiceplat concentration in floodplains and terraces, but
also on plateaus or on more extended interfluvegid@l examples on the Pudret-Boiu Mare
Plateau), linear or lobate structure, dispersedomicentrated texture, nuanced demographical sizes;
agricultural or mixed functions, etc.

From an economic point of view, its identity is gested by the presence of the primary
sector, of the traditional agriculture and wood leiation, as well as of a series of handicraftd an
commercial and service activities.
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