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LAW AND SPACE: JURIDICAL ORGANISATION AND CENTRAL
PLACESIN BANAT, WESTERN ROMANIA

RAULARIAN RUSUY, COSMIN FLAVIUS COSTA?

ABSTRACT - The paper analyzes the relationship between theigal system and the hierarchy of
settlements in Banat, Romania. The historical dgmkent of the law institutions is presented,
highlighting the peculiarities of the region. Theegent juridical organisation is also thoroughly
analysed. Emphasis is laid on the importance oAghgellate Court in Timgoara, the county courts and
the trial courts, and their magistrates. The nunalmer territorial distribution of the auxiliaries joistice,
the lawyers and notaries public, sheds light orsthaificance of certain settlements for the lawstsyn.
The hierarchy of central places in Banat is studiieth the perspective of the juridical organisatiobm
conclusion, the established hierarchy is uncordefte the first four levels, including the cities o
Timigoara, Arad, Rgta, Lugoj and CaransepeNevertheless, there are significant differencetsvben
the smaller towns of the lower levels.

Key words: juridical organisation, law, central places, d¢ewf justice, space, urban system, Banat.

1. INTRODUCTION

Urban centres always have a certain influence ensthrounding areas. For centuries, people
from the countryside have come to town to sellrthgricultural goods and buy the tools they needed.
Most cities were market towns at first. Then, dgrand after the Industrial Revolution, new cities
developed where resources were available, and @éopked to have a job for which they were given
a monthly wage. Cities also exert considerablagtitsn on their neighbouring regions, because they
provide a large range of services and concentratg/nmstitutions. Among these institutions, one may
list those related to the administrative systershsas local government offices (if the city is atdct
or county seat), the educational system (secorstargols, high schools and even universities), the
financial system (banks, insurance companies),ctiiural system (bookshops, libraries, theatres,
cinemas) and so on. This paper deals with theigaigystem and its significance in the dynamics of
the urban system and central places in Banat, \WeRi@mania.

2. HISTORY OF THE LAW SYSTEM IN BANAT

There are not too many data regarding the law systEthe Dacian society. The historian
lordanes assures that the Dacians had written [@8aes.Dacian priests were a sort of justices of the
peace, much like their contemporary Celtic druldswever, the highest court was represented by the
king.

After the Roman conquest, the new Roman provinc@atfia was juridically organized as the
rest of the Empire. For instance, the two leadéth@autonomous towns (such as Tibiscus, in Banat)
had the right to judge. They applieg gentiumthe Roman law which regulated the relations betwe
citizens and others. However, the local law wasrtded, taking the shape of customs.
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Figure 1. The juridical organisation at the beginning of th@" century.
(Source: R. Rusu , 2007)
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Obviously, after the retreat of the Romans, thestifutions did not survive. Nevertheless, the
juridical norms applied for a century and a halmamed partly alive in the conscience of the
inhabitants and made up the essence of the unmidte called the ,land customslus valachicum
was an agrarian law, which took shape in the Blslijdle Ages, as a common law within the rural
communities. The Hungarian medieval documents, wimentioned the rights of the Romanians,
considered this unwritten law as the privilege loé Romanians to choose their own leaders and
judges, and the opportunity to be judged by somebtiee same social rank (D.V. Firoiu, 1998).

In Banat,ius valachicundeclined in time and gave way to the medieval pulalv, but it was
preserved for a long time as a Romanian set obmsstas a type of local autonomy (Gh. Ciulei, Gh.
C. Ciulei, 1997). It was applied in the Romaniastrilits, which, according to medieval documents,
existed in Banat (Caransagbd.ugoj, Comiat, Barzava, Cagallidia, Almijul, Mehadia, etc) and
Zarand (Himagiu, Varfurile, Aineag, Cladova). There existed a type of agrariasdiation — the
Knyaz law, related to the land owned by the locér (Romanian “cneaz”). According to this law,
the local rulers had the right to judge any mattargheir land, as stated by a document from 1352.
Only the important crimes — robbery, theft, firavere transferred to the county court or the special
representatives of the king.

After the fall of the Hungarian Kingdom at Mohad$26), Banat was partly integrated in the
Transylvanian Autonomous Principality, while a largrea of Western and Central Banat was
included in 1552 in the Ottoman Province of Tyoara.

Medieval law was applied in the parts includedhia Transylvanian Principality. Courts were
organized according to the following hierarchy:lagle court, landowner’'s court, county court,
prince’s court, and royal court (usually an apgelleourt). Special courts were also organized: the
Court for High Treason, the town courts in freealasities, the tribunals of the Church.

All these courts used the set of laws from WerbécZripartitum (1517), theApprobatae
(1653) andCompilatag(1669), collections including the norms and lawscsianed by the Parliament
until then (G. Bonciu, 2004).

In the Ottoman province of Tigoara, the juridical system of the Ottoman Empirs wpplied.
However, the laws took into consideration the legdker that existed before the conquest. Justice wa
made by thekadi (a Justice of the Peace), based on the civil lasvtha Islamic law relying on the
Qur'an. The local rulers still had the right to gigdminor misunderstandings between the Christian
villagers.

In 1699, the territory North of MugeRiver became part of the Holy Roman Empire, ara th
same happened in 1718 for the entire Banat (Sduthuces). After a period when the Imperial Court
in Vienna managed directly the territory of Banat,1779 the whole territory was included in the
Kingdom of Hungary, as part of the empire. The emmpdoseph Il initiated the separation of justice
from the civil administration. The system was cosgab by a trial court in each county, an appellate
court in Cluj and Targu Mugeand a supreme court (the royal court). At the efthe 18' century,
the commercial courts also began functioning, hatireir own legislation. For instance, the law of
bankruptcy was applied in the military border regnts of Banat since 1772.

The Austrian-Hungarian Empire, born in 1867, brduglseries of changes in the structure of
justice. In Banat, both Hungarian (most of theitery) and Austrian (the former border regiments)
laws were in force. The new juridical system wa®mplicated one, including (fig. 1): district oralr
courts (for minor cases), county courts, the ra@bellate courts in Targu Myr@nd after 1890 in
Cluj, Oradea and Tingpara, the % instance court, and the Supreme Court. Gradudily,Public
Prosecution Service (1871), the Public Notary $er(i874) and the Administrative Court (1896) are
also organized (D.V. Firoiu, 1998).

In 1921, immediately after the World War, the jicad organisation was still the same. The
Appellate Court of Tingioara had four county courts in its territorial agfiction (C. Martinovici, N.
Istrate, 1921):

- Arad County Court, with 9 trial courts, each rixg its territorial competence over a total of
278 communes (civil parishes),: Arad (12 communBa)a de Cg (64), Buteni (54), Eimagiu (34),
Cherely (25), Ineu (29), Radna (40), Pecica (1jia (11);
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- Caransebe County Court, with 4 trial courts covering 105 coones: Bozovici (19),
Caransebe(27), Osova (29), Teregova (20);

- Lugoj County Court, with 5 trial courts and 28dmmunes: Ba@ Montan (40), Fget (63),
Lugoj (81), Oravia Montar (30), Sasca Montan41);

- Timisoara County Court, covering 11 trial courts and 2d8munes: Aradul Nou (18), Biled
(15), Buzig (25), Ciacova (13), Deta (26), Lipova (28), Med@6), Reca (30), Sinnicolaul Mare
(22), Timsoara (23), Vinga (17).

After 1918, when most of Banat became a part of &oa the Romanian legislation was
gradually introduced. Although the laws regarding administrative union and juridical organisation
were sanctioned in 1924-1925, the civil legislatwas not totally introduced up until 1943, and the
first unified Criminal Code was enforced only in3 The civil law in force was the Romanian Civil
Code of 1865 (still in force today).

The juridical system included the following: triedurts (either urban, rural, or mixed), county
courts in each county seat (that is, in Arad, $oara, Lugoj and Orata), courts with jury (organized
together with the county courts, in the county sedg¢aling with certain press crimes), appellatetso
(a total of 12 in Romania, one of them in Tgoara for the counties of Arad, TigaT orontal, Carg
and Severin), and the Supreme Court of Cassatididastice (in the capital city of Bucharest).

During the royal dictatorship (February 11, 1938eptember 6, 1940), the law regarding the
juridical organisation of August 20, 1938, elimi@dthe courts with jury and created two kinds iafl tr
courts, the novelty being represented by the conatntourt.

The period of over 40 years of communism had atsdngact on justice. For a while, the
.people’s courts” (special courts), organized adomy to the Soviet system, functioned along with th
ordinary courts. These courts judged the enemidiseo$ystem, not according to the law, but based on
the so-called “revolutionary conscience”. The Pubinistry became the Prosecution Office, while
the courts with jury and the appellate courts digaped. The juridical system comprised only thed tri
courts, the county courts and the Supreme Coutheatighest level.

People’s assessors (persons not qualified jurigiicalere introduced in the panel of judges in
the criminal procedures. However, they did notipgrate effectively in the act of justice, and ubua
they just confirmed the decision of the professigudge.

The Romanian civil code of 1864 was modified in thets which did not fit the socialist
morals, and a new criminal code was introduce®®BB1 However, the commercial and administrative
courts were eliminated.

After the Revolution of 1989, the juridical orgaaion of the inter-war period was
reintroduced, even if the Codes were just partlgified. The Public Ministry and the appellate csurt
were reinstated, and the Supreme Court of Justicarbe in 2003 the High Court of Cassation and
Justice. The commercial and administrative jurisolis were reintroduced as departments within the
courts.

3. THE JURIDICAL ORGANISATION AT PRESENT

At present, the Romanian courts of justice are mimgal according to the Romanian
Constitution and the Law 304/2004 regarding thijoal organization.

According to the article 126 of the Romanian Cduasbn, justice is done by the High Court of
Cassation and Justice and the other courts estadlisy law. The courts of justice are effectivedy s
by Law 304/2004, according to which the courts wdtice are the following: the High Court of
Cassation and Justice, appellate courts, countytssospecialized courts, military courts and trial
courts.

The High Court of Cassation and Justice is the ddggttourt in Romania. It is located in
Bucharest, capital city of Romania. It ensuresuhigary interpretation and application of the law b
all other courts of justice.
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The appellate courts cover a large territory, idizilg a number of county courts and specialized
courts. There are 15 appellate courts in Romankee Appellate Court of Timbara has in its
jurisdiction the counties of Arad, Car&everin and Tingi

The county courts are organized at the level ofyegeunty and they function in the county
seat. They have under their jurisdiction a numbetrial courts. In Banat, there are three county
courts: Arad County Court, TimiCounty Court (in Timjoara) and CakaSeverin County Court (in
Resita).

The specialized courts are courts without juridipatsonality, which may function at the level
of counties and the City of Bucharest. They argegpd to start functioning in 2008.

The military courts function in the cities of Buchat, Cluj-Napoca, ki and Timkoara. There
is also an appellate military court in Bucharesteir jurisdiction is restricted to crimes of thelitary.

The military court of Tinmgoara has a territorial competence over the countiedolj, Gorj,
Hunedoara, Mehedin Arad, Carg-Severin and Tini

The trial courts do not have juridical personadityd they are organized within the counties and
the districts of the City of Bucharest. The setdens included in the territorial jurisdiction ofcaka
trial court are established by law. In fact, theiterial jurisdiction of every trial court of theounties
of Arad, Cara-Severin and Timgiwas established by the Government Decree 337/(P2).

There are a total of 15 trial courts in the threerties, five trial courts in each county. The
establishment of the territorial competence oftti@ courts was made according to the principle of
efficiency. As a consequence, the trial courtslacated in such a way as to allow the hearing bf al
cases and the easy access of people to justiceisTWwhy the much larger and better inhabited gount
of Timis and the mountain county of Cat@everin have the same number of trial courts. 8V/hiinis
County is mainly located in the Western RomaniairPand it has a good road infrastructure, €ara
Severin County lies mainly in the Carpathian Mourgand some of its areas are rather isolated, so a
higher density of courts was needed.

In the same line, even rural centres were electeskats of the trial courts, if their location is
better from the point of view of centrality. Suahthe case of the commune of Gurahsaeat of a trial
court despite the neighbourhood of the town of §elvhich does not have a court. Gurah@n
situated nearer the rather isolated North-Eastenmet of Arad County. The other commune that hosts
a trial court is Bozovici, the centre of a vastatusirea, Alnij Depression. The location of the trial
court outside this depression would have madedbess to justice very difficult.

It should be said that a number of 15 towns dohaste a trial court. They are generally too
small: the largest of them, Bgg has less than 17,000 inhabitants, but mosteshthave less than
10,000 inhabitants. However, this is not the onliedon, as the above-mentioned communes have a
population of less than 5,000. Special attentiayukhbe given to the area of influence of thesengw
which is usually rather small, comprising less tfiga communes. This is because they are too close
to a larger town: for instance, Bgcis at about 20 km from Kea, the county seat.

The number of judges and prosecutors from eacht c®utetermined by the number of cases
presented to the court or the prosecution office.

According to the Romanian Constitution, the PuMinistry represents the general interests of
the society and defends the legal order, as wethasights and liberties of the citizens. The Rubl
Ministry exerts its attributions by means of pragecs, comprised in Prosecution Offices, under the
law.
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Figure 2. The present juridical organisation in Banat.
(Source: R. Rusu, 2007)
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The Prosecution Offices function within the coudfsjustice; they lead and supervise the
activity of criminal research of the judicial paicaccording to the law. The Prosecution Offices ar
independent from the courts of justice and othdip@authorities.

In Banat, Prosecution Offices are organized atdiel of each trial court, county court and the
Appellate Court of Tingoara (table 1).

Table 1. The staff and activity of the civil law courts gmesecution offices.

Court Number of No. (_)f annual
Judges Clerks Prosecutors | casefiles(2005)
Total number 279 373 132 110797
Appellate Court of Tingioara 44 50 15 12587
Timis County Court 36 42 17 12455
Arad County Court 3( 36 12 7331
Carg-Severin County Court 20 33 10 7828
Trial Court of Timgoara 50 52 17 20363
Trial Court of Arad 30 34 16 15138
Trial Court of Raita 11 12 6 6301
Trial Court of Lugoj 10 10 7 4220
Trial Court of Caransebe 13 18 5 5151
Trial Court of Oravia 4 12 3 4255
Trial Court of Ineu 5 13 3 3805
Trial Court of Sannicolau Mare 3 12 3 2209
Trial Court of Moldova Nodl 3 8 2 1557
Trial Court of Chgineu Cri 3 10 3 1394
Trial Court of Lipova 4 6 2 1695
Trial Court of Deta 4 8 2 1410
Trial Court of Riget 4 6 4 1023
Trial Court of Gurahon 2 6 3 1080
Trial Court of Bozovici 3 5 2 995

Sources of data: Superior Council of Magistracy
(Www.csm1909.ro) and the Ministry of Justice (hffportal.just.ro).

There are also Military Prosecution Offices, fuontng within the military courts. A Military
Prosecution Office exists in Tiguara.

In Romania, the judges and the prosecutors befrefit special protection, as they have a
special condition, due to the importance of thesigtrates in the administration of justice. Their
status was established by Law 303/2004. They ameedaby the President of Romania, they are
independent and cannot be moved to another colassithey agree on that.

4. THE AUXILIARIESOF JUSTICE

Even if they are not a part of the juridical authrthe lawyers and notaries public help the act
of justice. As a consequence, they are true aue$iaof justice, whose activity should be takerm int
consideration, even on geographical grounds. Unlikerts, they are free to establish their
headquarters wherever they want, and their locdaiomore influenced by the supply and demand
principle of the market economy.
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According to the Law 51/1995, the profession of yawis free and independent. This
profession can be practiced by the lawyers whapare of a bar, included in the National Union of
Romanian Bars.

The types of practicing the profession of lawyes: andividual offices, associate offices, civil
professional companies or limited civil professiot@mpanies.

The bar is made up by all the lawyers of a countthe City of Bucharest. The bar is located in
the county seat; it has juridical personality, &adwn budget. The National Union of Romanian Bars
is composed of all the county bars and it hasdedlquarters in Bucharest.

The activity of the notaries public is regulatedtbg Law 36/1995. Under this law, the notaries
public provide notarial documents and notarialdio@l consultations. The notary public is invesied
perform a service of public interest and has aoraaurhous status.

In the settlements without a notary public, a pértheir attributions may be performed by the
secretaries of the local council.

The notaries public are part of a Chamber of NetaRublic, which has juridical personality. It
is located in each city that hosts an appellatetcamd has the same territorial competence as the
appellate court. Therefore, a Chamber of Notarigdi® is located in Tingioara, and includes all the
notaries public from the counties of Arad, Gageverin and Timgi All the Romanian notaries public
are part of the National Union of the Notaries Ryba professional organisation with juridical
personality.

There are several factors which determine the imeatf the offices of lawyers (fig. 3) and
notaries public (fig. 4). One of them is the orgauion of the courts of justice and prosecutioliceff.
The presence of the courts of justice attractsghedri number of lawyers, as they might have a
permanent activity in such places (table 2).

Table 2. The dynamics of the number of lawyers and notgmiddic by settlement.

. Number of lawyers | Number of notaries
Settlement Rank | Highest court 2004 2008 5004 5008

Total number 878 1104 119 163
Timisoara 1| Appellate Court 419 556 42 52
Arad 2| County Court 291 356 23 33
Rssita 3| County Court 39 40 7 7
Lugoj 4| Trial Court 31 43 11 10
Caransehe 4 | Trial Court 11 15 5 7
Bocsa 5] - - - - 1
Moldova Nou 5| Trial Court 3 5 2 3
Sannicolau Mare % Trial Court 12 13 3 3
Oravita 5| Trial Court 13 12 2 2
Otelu Rau 5] - - - 1 1
Lipova 5| Trial Court 10 10 2 3
Ineu 5| Trial Court 6 7 1 3
Chisineu Crg 5| Trial Court 5 7 3 2
Faget 5| Trial Court - - 2 2
Deta 5| Trial Court 5 2 1 2
Sebi 5] - 1 2 - 1
Pecica 6 - 3 4 2 2
Séantana 6 - 3 3 - 1
Jimbolia 6| - 1 1 2 2
Curtici 6| - 1 1 1 2
Anina 6| - - - - -
Reca 6| - - - - -
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It is obvious that the city of Tingbara, with three civil courts (a trial court, a nbucourt and
an appellate court) and a military court, hoststilghest number of lawyers. The other two county
seats, Arad and Riea, with two courts, are next in the classificatidhe presence of a trial court is
also important. Towns without a trial court (liked@a, GQelu Rau, Nadlac, Anina, Ciacova, etc) may
have no lawyer at all, while small towns and evemmunes with a court benefit from the presence of
one or more lawyers, with the single exception agjek.

Even the neighbourhood of a city like Timara may attract lawyers or notaries: there are
several of them in the communes near §oara: Giroc, Dumbdivita, Mosnita Nouk, Utvin, Ghiroda,
Sacilaz, etc. In fact, one can notice a sort of subnidadion of lawyers and notaries, as more of them
live in the villages near the cities (Vladimires§ofronea, Horia, Fantaneleadareni, near Arad, for
example). This happens because of the general tEsdburbanization, as more wealthy or even
middle-class people build secondary or holiday t®imethe rural areas surrounding the cities, and
some of them even move there permanently.

Another factor in the distribution of lawyers anotaries is the volume of activity of the courts
of justice and prosecution offices (table 1) . Frams perspective, it seems that the courts of
Timigsoara and Arad, followed at distance bysige Lugoj and Caransefeconcentrate the highest
number of trials. Especially the first two citieslgrize a high and increasing number of lawyersléta
2). In 2004, there were 419 lawyers in Tgodara and 291 in Arad, representing more than 80%dl of
the lawyers in the region. In 2008, their numbearréased to 556 in Tignara and 356 in Arad,
representing now more than 82% of the lawyers. dlage differences even at the lower level of the
county courts. The high number of lawyers (morenth@) in towns like Sannicolau Mare or Lipova,
compared to 1 or 2 in Deta and Gurah@r none in Eget or Bozovici), is explainable due to the
same factor.

The size of the settlements is also an importactofa The largest urban centres have the
highest number of lawyers and notaries public. Téisbvious for the large or middle-sized towns,
while exceptions appear only in the case of smaétiens, where other factors intervene. The size of
the settlement directly influences the size ofdtieaction area, and it also affects the first factors:
the presence of a court and the volume of activitg court. However, a few large towns without a
court (Pecica, Santana) do have lawyers and netammblic, unlike smaller towns in the same
condition (Anina, Gtaia, Ciacova).

Finally, the intensity of economic activities isagimer factor in the distribution of lawyers and
notaries public. As one can easily notice, theeensuch higher number of lawyers and notaries publi
in the counties of Arad and Tigpiwhere the economy is growing, compared to thengoaf Carg-
Severin, where the less diversified economy, basedeavy industry and mining, is in recession. This
may well explain why a city like Lugoj, about hé#ffe size of Rgta, has a higher number of notaries
public and almost the same number of lawyers.

5. JURIDICAL ORGANIZATION AND CENTRAL PLACESIN BANAT

The institutions comprised in the juridical systeamtribute to the quality of central places held
by urban centres and even rural communities. Iregigus study (R. Rusu, 2007), we have analysed
the hierarchy of settlements (either urban or juraeBanat, and reached the conclusion that thexe a
11 ranks to be taken into consideration. The fivat of them included exclusively urban centre® th
last five — only rural communities, while th& 6ank included both urban centres and rural centres
This hierarchy was realized taking into considerata large number of indicators, and special
emphasis was laid on the services provided by ¢tdgements, thus the analysis was performed in
terms related to Christaller’s central place theory

From an opposite perspective, the already estadlisiierarchy of settlements can be tested by
the empirical data from different fields. In thiminework, the juridical organization may be therefo
related to the hierarchy of central places in Banat
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According to the mentioned hierarchy, there is amhg city ranked %, Timisoara. From the
point of view of the law system, this position igly deserved. Timgoara was the centre of an
appellate court since the end of thd" t@ntury, becoming thus the most important judicittre of
the region, at the expense of the rival city of ddradhe high number of lawyers, prosecutors and
notaries public also contribute to the importanicthe city, as the highest ranked in the urbanesyst

The 29 level is also represented by only one city, tHaAad. Although it only has a county
court and a trial court (like Rea), the city deserves its position as it competitls Wimisoara, with
regard to the high number of magistrates, lawyatsretaries public. Formerly this competition was
much more equaled; however, during th& 26ntury, most of the regional institutions werevetb or
established in Timgbara, denying for Arad the opportunity of becoménigegional centre.

The 3% rank includes county seats without any regiorgificance, and Réta is the only one
in Banat which corresponds to this descriptionhdligh it has a county court, this middle-sized igty
underdeveloped from the point of view of the numbklawyers and notaries public, comparable to
that of lower ranked cities.

Trial courts may be found in all towns of th&lével, most towns of thé™devel and sometimes
even in settlements of th& &vel. In fact, there are two cities ranked 4s they were county seats in
the past (before World War II), and still host amiber of important institutions: Lugoj and
Caransebge However, from the point of view of the juridicafganization, they stand out from the
other centres with trial courts only due to thehieignumber of lawyers and notaries public.

The towns included in the™Slevel are much more numerous (11) and there gmifisant
differences between them. First of all, three e@hthdo not have a court at all: Ba¢ Gelu Rau and
Sebs. Due to the absence of the institution, they & lawyers and notaries public. Other three
towns, Moldova No#, Deta and &get, despite the presence of a trial court, hawerasmall number
of lawyers (none in the case afdet). The best situation is found in the case efdther five towns:
Sannicolau Mare, Lipova, Ineu, Gimeu Cri and Orauia. So, from the point of view of the juridical
organization, the5level is rather questionable, as several townaatqrovide the specific services
for this level, and they resemble more to the aidbe next level.

The less important towns belong to tH&lével, together with the most important rural cest
Gurahom and Bozovici in the case of Banat. The two memitboommunes are the only ones that host
a trial court at this level, for reasons which explained above. They also have a minimum number of
lawyers and notaries public. There are both lawwed notaries in only 5 of the 12 towns, Pecica,
Santana, Jimbolia, Curtici and BugiaAt the other end, in three towns, Anina, Reaad Gitaia,
neither lawyers nor notaries can be found. The hidgoup of 4 towns, 8le Herculane, Mdlac,
Pancota and Ciacova, has either one or the othere @gain, the level comprises settlements with
quite different situations from the point of viedtbe law system.

The lower levels are made up exclusively by rumtlements. The analysis is no longer
required at these levels, as there are no couddshenlocation of lawyers and notaries public iratu
areas is determined by rather indefinite factorker® is still logic in their presence in some
settlements of the upper rural level (t1®, Buch as &arsin, Otisoara, Vinga, Himagiu, Teregova,
Siria, Nadrag, and in settlements located near large caigsliscussed above. However, one lawyer or
notary public may exist in any settlement by mdrance.

CONCLUSIONS

The juridical organization in a region may shedtign the hierarchy of central places. In the
case of Banat, the analysis proves that the esltedglihierarchy is uncontested for the first fouels,
including the cities of Timpara, Arad, Rgta, Lugoj and CaransepeHowever, there is much
difference between the settlements of theaBd &' rank, comprising a large number of small towns
and even two rural centres, Gurah@md Bozovici. Three towns, Bgg, Qelu Rgu and Selyj
previously conceived as belonging to tHelével, do not have a trial court and resemble ntorene
towns of the B level. Within the 8 level, another three towns, Anina, Reead Gitaia, lack even the

75



RAULARIAN RUSU, COSMIN FLAVIUS COSTA

presence of a lawyer or notary public, and theegefitrin the lower levels, which include exclusiyel
rural settlements.
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