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TRENDS OF INDUSTRIAL RECONVERSION
IN
THE LAND OF THE MOTI

CRISTIAN NICOLAE BOTAN"and OANA-RAMONA ILOVAN'®

ABSTRACT — Our paper presents an example of a regional deweop strategy where wood
industry and mining still ensure the functionalitfythe region. The strategy we have presented may
be expanded to territories where industrial recosiva has called for the breaking up of traditional
economic branches.

We have concluded that the economic specificitghef Land of theMori relies on these two
industrial branches (mining and wood processing) &, some severe restructuring has been takiog p
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THE GEOGRAPHYCAL REGIONAL SYSTEM OF THE LAND OF THE MOTI
LAND -LOCALISATION AND FUNCTIONALITY

The geographical space that is the focus of theemtestudy is characterised by a variety of specifi
features(language, physiognomic attributes, behaviour, topoy, and ethnographic elements, economic
activities, households, relief, and a loaded pa#t), that decisively contribute to creating a speaficos of
this region.

The Land of theMoyi is delimited according to some rigorously chosetega (self-identification,
specificity of economic activities, ethnographiereénts, social and historic evolution, the deneitghe
rural settlements, and the reliethat individualise it as a ,land” type regionaitity, in the central area of
the Apuseni Mountains (Figure 1). The land is ledah the superior area of the AriRiver basin. Its main
centre is in Campeni and there is a secondaryroddiud. All the regional mass, energy, and infaiora
flows are oriented towards these centres.

The limits of the Land of th#ori are sinuous and they are on the line of the higbeaks of the
surrounding mountains. In the southwest, the wedtthe northwest, this line follows the highestkseaf
Gaina and Bihor Mountains (e.g.a®a, Bihor, Biharia, etc.). In the north, the nedlst and the east, the
limit is situated in GHu and Muntele Mare Mountains, on the following pealitrana, Petreasa,
Balomireasa, Muntele Mare, etc. Then it continumgtsvard on the ArigValley, at the interfluve between
the Stefanca and Mgcani Valleys, then it follows V&ii Mari and Geariina Peaks. To the south, the limit is
situated on several other peaks, such as PetricBaidisoru, Vulcan, etc, then it ends towards southeast
where Richita andStiubei Peaks are situated.

Between these limits, the Land of theyi is constituted of two urban centres (Campeni ahcud)
and 14 communes with their villages: Albac, Aeiei, Avram lancu, Bistra, Bucium, Ciuruleasa, Gadea
Sus, Horea, Poiana Vadului, & Montara, Scrisoara, Sohodol, Vadu Mitor, and Bistra.

The territorial system of this regional geographientity can be divided intéwo functional
subsystemsifferent in rank and importance. The formeths forestry subsystesituated on the superior
valleys of the Arigul Mare, the Arigul Mic, the Albac, the Garda Seéaand the Bistra Valleys etc, a
subsystem that is relatively more important. Thiglile to the greater volume of mass and energynittle
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main system. The latter is thmining subsystersituated only in the Abrud River basin. This sigteyn
undergoes an involution at present, but is haseatgpotential for development by revitalising thaldg
exploitation, which implies significant financialvestment both from Romania and from abroad.

The Land of theMoyi is an open geographical system that is involvéa gneat exchanges of mass,
energy, and information with the neighbouring regiand with several others situated at some distanc
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Fig.1. The Land of the Mio

The importance of the anthropic component is tonbticed when discussing this ,land”, as we
consider that it has had the greatest impact, g@reéhan in any other of the Romanian ,lands”. Tisis
because of two economic activities with high impdotestry and wood industryon the one hand, and
mining and gold processingn the other hand.

FORESTRY, WOOD INDUSTRY AND THEIR ROLE IN THE ECONO MIC
DEVELOPMENT OF THE REGION

Resources are an essential component of a regieogiraphical system because they are the main
support of its economic development. In the LandhefMoyi, the importance ofhe forest(of wood) is
overwhelming. Along centuries, it has been tramafog the inhabitants into a famous human entityabiee
of they way in which they have been using this ues®. The goldfrom the Abrud-Rgia Montar&-Bucium-
Carpinis area has relatively the same importance (moreoolvin the past, but it still has a strong present
and future impact). Gold has been exploited siheeRoman period. These two resourcdbe-wood and
the gold— are the generating forces in constituting the &love-mentioned economic subsystems of the
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region. These two main resources are complementedtiird onethe meadows (the natural meadows and
the secondary hay fieldsTheir extension and quality determine the intignef a third activity: animal
husbandry, which ensures much of the people’s suggbly.

Among the elements that have been influencing iteeof the inhabitants in the Land of tivori,
and of the Romanians, in general, for centutiies,foresthas had an important role. During the peaceful
periods, the forest has had a decisive and ddilyeince upon the inhabitants’ life in this regidine native
of this region has a special name: tihalis household, his sheepfold, his mill, and #rehaic form of his
church, his furniture, his tools and his weapors,nieans of communication on land and water, ak agel
many of his customs, his spiritual life, his litgraand artistic creation are all related to thesfdr Thus,
(from more than fifteen hundred years) since then&wlegions left Dacia, in the Land of theyi there has
beena wood civilisationwith specific forms.

As a commodity (processed or not), the price ofwlo®d has had an ascendant trend. During the
Early Middle Ages, when the population was reldtivszarce, within the context of the extended forie
price of wood was very low. Therefore, anyone caidd the wood for his household needs, cut or then
forest in order to gain land for cultivating plamisbreeding animals. The price of wood has beereasing
progressively, due to the numerical increase ofrthabitants and the higher degree of processingnici
are well known for the products that they havetegkdor centuries (this phenomenon is drasticadigrelasing
now). That is why they have had to descend fromn theuntains to exchange or sell their products.

In Motilor land, wood has been the main resource for the inhabitantstence,an existential
monopoly Wood has been transformed into valuable prodwbish people have transported to the lower
field areas. In exchange, they have received ce@adl several food products. When the number of the
inhabitants increased significantly and the marlgtésted to expand, the peasants’ right to cutlabal
forest was limited and then they were preventenhftiois activity (in the second half of the 19th twep). At
the same time, the price of wood increased as pewnpiiced that wood could be used not only forrthei
houses, tools, vessels, weapons or in order tarobtel by burning it (as in the Middle Ages), lalso to
obtain, chemically, such varied products as papeand acetic acid.

Therefore, nobody will be surprised that the farest much close to the heart of they for
centuries, has influenced the inhabitants’ literamgation in this region. Similarly, the Romaniagople’s
artistic sense has used wood, much more than s#iits favourite material. The houses and the ¢lasic
the tools and the wooden objects characteristib@household of thena are a proof. Even Horea, one of
the leaders of a peasants’ revolt (in 1784), wiademted builder of wooden churches.

Maybe, the most important element of social colmeaitd unity in the thinking and the reactions &f th
ma have beethe foresiand, most of all, the sense that he, togetherhistheighbours, is the owner of the forest.

The inhabitants of this region are, firstly, rethte forestry and wood processing, and secondly, to
mining. In the central part of the Apuseni Moungthe home industry of woas very old and diverse. It is
also influenced by the abundance of this resowaseayell as by the low income that the people havm f
their secondary occupations (e.g. agriculture).sThthema has been obliged to become a good wood
worker who can manufacture all kinds of wood prddu€his old occupation has led to the identifiatof
the ma with his forest, so that, in certain periods, aeén the perspective of a better life could deteemi
him to give up his old occupation.

I. Popa (2003), presents the close bond betvileermg and his native region. Those who left for
America for a better life could not make it withallteir home and came back after 2-3 years’ work;
similarly, while travelling all over the country order to sell his producttye mg has seen more welcoming
places than his native one, but none can attract & that he has come back to his dear mountaitis a
forest. This profound bonding betweéme m@ and his mountains and forest also explains tHerdaiof
colonising him in the proximity of the western berdf Romania where, although he received fewitel] he
stayed only during the agricultural season, whikngling the rest of the time at his householdémtibuntains.

From what we have presented so far about the impoetof wood for the Land of tihMori, one may
notice that the tradition of forestry and wood @reging has an overwhelming importance for the eglayy
existence of the people in this region.

The way in which the inhabitants reacted when thiese in the situation to lose what was their most
important good -the forest- was fundamental in order to understand whaagpearance of a ,plot of land”
meant. It is the reaha who has fought for this resource. The forest warsgived as a sacred property by
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thema. That was why significant social movements (prabthe social cohesion of the local people) took
place (e.g. in 1784 and 1848) in order to deferit forest from foreign rulers.

Small scale wood processing and the manufactureantlicrafts go back to very old times. But
industrial scale wood processing is very recettélLand of théviori. Close to Rgia Montard, in Campeni,
such an industrial unit has been functioning foresal decades and at present, it employs abou01,00
people. After 1990, other smaller units that exptee ,green gold” have appeared in Campeni.

“MONTANA” S.A., a business located in Campeni fakm distance from R@ Montari), deals
with forestry and manufactures furniture to be etgub Its trade partners are from France, GreahiBrand
the U.S.A. This firm has been involved in some @ty targeting great investments. Such a projduotrav
Denmark is involved, is destined to save energpr@pmately 1.6 million $). Or there is another jprai for
the modernization of the furniture factory (approately 12 billion lei). At present, this businesssb84
employees, more 300 persons will be employkthis society benefits from fiscal facilities #am to those
granted to the Gold Corporatignand the value of its activities is huge.

Another example is “TRANSILVANIA” S.A. (in Campenian exclusively Romanian business
specialized in furniture. The main beneficiaries ftom France, Germany, and Great Britain. It leaeived
PHARE funds, as well as other financial resour€esinded in 1994, it has grown from three employees
215, at presenThe manager of this firm is for creating a new wamt, thus, new jobs, but support is wanted
from the local and the central authorities.

In conclusion, wood industry, due to tradition aodthe quality of the products, can be the most
viable possibility for the economic developmenttive Land of theMori if the resource is adequately
managed from the point of view of its quantity.

GOLD MINING INDUSTRY — PAST, PRESENT, AND FUTURE

A different profile from the above-mentioned one lappeared in the Land of theyi, in the Abrud
Valley basin. The specificity of the economic aityivn this valley has made several authors comdilat
two “land”-type geographical entities can be indivalised in the centre of the Apuseni Mountain$aad”
whose specificity is given by forestry (the Landtbé Mori) and another whose specificity is given by
mining (the Land of Abrud). We do not agree witistivay to individualise the so-called ,Land of Adfu
because it is a subsystem of the Land oMiog .

The importance of gold mining in the Land of tkeyi is closely related to the appearance of this
regional system due to the population fluxes calgetthis activity, the intensity of the energy cadiby the
great value of gold, and the instability that dlilces in the system at present.

Considerations upon the Evolution of Gold Mining aml Its Importance in Time

a) The Pre-Roman Period

In Romania, besides copper and related tgdtd mining and processing have been important for
manufacturing jewellery since Late Neolithic (MaahiOlteanu, 1970). Gold objects have been diseaver
in the settlements of different cultures (e.g. Gimma, Decea Murgilui) and in those from Argd (the
Cucuteni culture), where the oldest gold objectmfrdransylvania has been discovered (an open ring).
Initially, the gold from the river valleys and thiwer sand was used. The gold mines appeared dthgng
Copper Age. Unfortunately, the traces of the galehpstoric exploitation cannot be identified as tater
exploitations made this impossible (they ,eraseddrgthing). Especially, the Romans who exploitddts
mines with former exploitation traces, on a largals, made it impossible to know the prehistorioing
sites. Nevertheless, there are some clues indicdkia existence of gold mines in Transylvania, ha t
prehistoric age. Such an essential clue is thet gnember of gold objects that have been discovaned
Transylvania.

b) ,Mining Industry” in the Land of the Moduring the Roman Period

At the beginning of the 2nd century (A.D.), aftec@irageous resistance of the Dacians, the Roman
army succeed in occupying Dacia. The Romans weneinterested in mining, especially in gold minirsg,
that they continued exploiting this metal both wtitle help of the natives (as connoisseurs of Iogaing)
and with the help of those they colonised and Withslaves brought for this activigx toto orbe Romano.
After a very fast development for 60 years, theinginindustry of Roman Dacia underwent involution
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caused by the Marcromanic Wars between 167-180etJhé rule of Severus, the economic life, in geher
went back to normal and after approximately a agrittunderwent a crisis during the rule of Gallisn

During this period, gold was exploited Bucium and Rosia Montani, on the territory of the
contemporary Land of thdori. An important consequence of opening the Romad ghes in the Land of
the Mosi was the appearance of the foreign population HuXde first colonies of miners appeared igiRo
Montari, where thePirustswere broughtin Bucium, the Romans colonis&hlmatians— the Dalmatians
were brought by Trajan as soon as he occupied Dalbg&aDalmatian mining colony was located on Caabi
Hill in Bucium, and the metal was exploited bothgumarry and underground: ,Nothing is more obviobswu
the importance Trajan gave to the gold region ftbemApuseni Mountains, than the military defenoe lihat
surrounded these mountains so that gold could pleieed calmly and safely” (Maghiar, Olteanu, 1970)

Vestiges of the Roman exploitation have been dm@m)/in Rgia Montard, Bucium, and Corna.
Traces of houses from the Roman period have bemowlired in these places, besides those onibg G
and on the Lety Hills in Ria Montari.

The Roman name of Abrud wadburnus Minoras in its proximity there was a small gold mine.
They also named Ria Montard, Alburnus Major as the greatest exploitations were there. These
exploitations were older than the Roman conqueBtanfia. They extracted great quantities of goldnfitte
hills of this commune (especially from the Cetaké) and the traces are visible even today in tiee
excavations called the Roman fortresses and innlderground mines, as well. In Bucium, the Romdsis a
had many gold mines. The most important was orVtieoi-Corabia Hill, where the exploitation started
a quarry (at 1,300 m altitude) and then descendiedthe underground exploitations to about 200 me (t
.leruga scursura” gallery). There, the Roman exatmn was so intense that Corabia Hills seem spbttwo.

The administration of the mines was at Ampelum t{zx

The most important Roman gold mines were igi&ontari. In those mines little waxed boards
have been discovered which testify (in Latin) abth# existence of this activity. On the other hatia,
Romans were also interested in obtaining gold tifindbhe washing method from the sand in the rivesbed
the Land of theMori, on the Arig and its tributaries, there are Roman remains @fithshing method used
to obtain gold from the sand. The technique usethbyRomans in the province of Dacia was not dsffier
from the method used all over the Roman Empiree@afly in the mining centres from the Iberic Pesuila.
The galleries (cuniculi) were delved only with tttésel and the hammer.

The water from the galleries, which were dug aslasntvacuated with buckets or with the help of a
hydraulic wheel, or with Archimedes’s screw. Frdm vertical shaft pit water is evacuated with asKhe
mines are illuminated with earthen lamps (many Haeen discovered in Ria Montari). Because of their
exceptional importance, the mines belong to theezorpwho can lease or directly exploit them and the
benefit may be given either to the reserve of thmpie or may be sent to the emperor himself. Stieral
private mines exist in R@ Montara and on the Vulcoi-Corabia Hill (Bucium commune).

c) The Continuity of the Mining Activities in Therld of the Mg between the 9" centuries

When the Romans left Dacia, the official mininghatt was interrupted in Transylvania. The mines
were abandoned; many were destroyed and couldlpartially used. The gold was exploited by thedo
population only for its needs.

d) Mining since the Middle Ages up the Present

Gold and silver exploitation developed considerahlying the Middle Ages. After Transylvania had
been conquered by the Hungarians, German miners welonised in order to capitalise this subsoil
resource. At the beginning of the 14th century, tiest important gold and silver mines were in: Bdéa
Aries, Baiut, Cavnic, Baia SprieAbrud, Rosia, Baia de Cg, and Rulis etc. During this period the mining
activity was characterised by phases of evolutiosh iavolution (caused by the favourable or therietste
historical conditions) that are to be recognisedaidiachronic perspective, #se period between 1848-
1918; the period between the two World Wars; ardpriod afterl944 up to the present day.

The Extant State of the Mining Sector in the Land bthe Mori

The transition from the centralised economic systera market economy has brought about major
changes in the economy of this region. Several@oanunits have ceased their activity; others fiomcat a
low capacity as a result of the restructuring anel teorganisation process. At the same time, the fr
initiative has allowed the appearance of severalafg firms dealing, especially, with commerce and
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forestry. The mining industry which used to offeoshof the jobs in the past is in decline now aad h
drastically reduced its activity. Unfortunately,etlmesults of these changes are negative: the eéonom
activity has decreased; the job offer has decreasedsell; unemployment is a common phenomenon now.
Whereas before 1989, it was inexistent; the pesplecome and living standards decreased fmnce a
negative impact upon the quality of life, the hiealhd the demographic indicators are situatedvatdeone
should worry about.

For instance, Rga Montard is a commune with 16 villages and has a surfac2dtnt. The total
population is 3,872 and in 2004 the average nurobemployees was only 453. In the same localitg, th
average number of employees in industry decreased £107 in 1996, to 404 in 1999, and to 360 in4200
The greatest decrease was in the extractive industrm 1077 persons in 1996, in 1999 there werly on
390, and in 2004 there were 332 persons. With Xece@ion of trade, electric energy, finance andkban
public administration and education, in all the estlfields of activity, the number of employees had
descending trend up to the end of the 20th centinythe other hand, the demographic indicatorsdgiaR
Montars, in the same period, had a similar involution. $hthe total population decreased from 4,137
persons in 1996, to 3872 at the 2004 census (@akwerof about 7 % during only 6 years); the nuraber
newly born children decreased from 41 in 1996, ®oii8 2004. Similarly, the ageing process of the
population amplified: over 24 % of the inhabitawisre 60 years old or older.

At present the main activity is mining which hasieaone only in quarry since 1985. In 1990, in
mining there were only about 1,500 employees. Duth¢ decrease of state subsidies and the suceessiv
redundancies, in December 2004, only about 700mnwvere still working, out of which, about 330 ld/en
Rosia Montari.

In the future, another 200 miners are going to thedr jobs, and their total number will not exceed
500 persons. At present, 153 persons are unemplayeait 50 of them no longer receive financial help
from the state and they have not been able todimather job. Thus, over 200 persons able to workato
have a job. The degraded economic situation is alsdous in the fact that, other 80 persons in the
commune still live on the financial aid from thatst 196 persons and their families are on sooidflave.
Similarly, the number of doctors decreased, betwl&£6-2004, from 3 to 1 and the nurses from 5 f6hk
health units belonging to the public sector hasapipeared.

For the other localities in the Land of thkeyi (Abrud, Campeni, Bistra, Vadu Mtor etc.), with the
exception of some differences, the statisticaldattirs about labour force, population, medicalstasce
and living standard have had a similar involutibor instance, the number of unemployed persons, sti
receiving financial support is 201, and 50 persameson welfare (110 persons if we also count tlaenilies)
in Abrud. In Campeni 500 persons are unemployed @&hdre on welfare. The economic growth which
started in 2000 and the implementation of the PHARE SAPARD programmes, with funds from the
European Union and the Romanian Government, hawinidhed to a certain degree the extant negative
social and economic phenomena, but this is nofcserit. In comparison to the local needs, the labou
market is still, quantitatively, poor.

Under these circumstances, ‘f Montara Gold Corporation” (RMGC) has had a large-scale
initiative about a project for a gold and silvemphoitation in the Land of th&lofi. The main argument in
favour of the project is the creation of jobs idisadvantaged zone which would better the inhatsitdife
by reconverting the labour force towards other ggefons, etc. This initiative should be looked upath
interest and welcomed, but at the same time, ttilshioe analysed critically, having in view the biiiseand
the risks. The risks are high and refer to the agpobf the area, the soil, the hydro-component aihethe
vegetation, and the human component (the econmowal, juridical and technological risk). I. Haau
(2003) considers both the arguments and the coangements (where the potential risks are mentipned

a) Predictable benefit of the projedt.is sure that the greatest benefit will be for &Ms the main
stockholder (99,3 % of the stock). As the projedt develop in a disadvantaged zone, the firm hasa
facilities (it does not have to pay the taxes feerayears’ period; it also has facilities for thestoms taxes),
i.e. it can exploit silver and gold at the costpriA relative benefit will be for the populatiohtbe region
too, first because of the job-creation process aB00 jobs in the operational phase — 2005-2028%
relativity of the advantage is due to the fact tiit number of jobs is, nevertheless, low and tis are
temporary. Other advantages refer to the possd#silif the local population’s professional recosiar and
the income that will enter the local budget. Than, advantage for the Romanian state is that ihes t
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beneficiary of exploiting dues valuing 2 % of th®fit (these dues have been estimated to aboutilligh
USD!/ year), which is an insignificant sum in comgan with the value of the extracted gold.

In conclusion, the benefit for RMGC firm (constidtfrom the association of Minivest S.A. Deva —
19,3 % of the stock, Gabriel Resources Ltd, Cara8d % of the stock and minority stockholders—%, of
the stock) are sure, but those in favour of the &tan state and of the local community are minimum,
uncertain, and questionable.

b) The risks of the projecmong the major risks and negative effects brougihdut by the
implementation of such a project, the following #ve most significant:

- the negative effect upon the geological bod&eg. the waste heaps). These will create potiutio
risks through washing, as they have a high cortehéavy metals (Fe, Cu, Zn, Mn, etc.) and a akld p

- negative effects upon the soil covethese effects may be direct (the washing ofstingerficial
deposits, accelerated erosion processes, etalioedt (as a result of soil pollution with heavetals);

- negative effects upon the hydro componrethtese effects may be direct (because of the watst)
or indirect (because of the rainfall water infittom draining the waste heaps, or because of i fl
resulting from the technological processes) wherpthllution factors are cyanide and heavy metals et

- negative effects upon air, vegetation and faurthese effects are generated by the circulation of
cars, explosions, the activity of the plant, or ggiipment. Tons of very thin particles float ir thir; the
deforestation of large areas; the degradation effdhest because of the dust deposited on the dezivihe
trees, the consequence being dwarfism phenomena, et

- negative effects upon the human componrerthese effects are visible in the degradation of
people’s health, manifested in precocious agelmappearance of professional diseases, work atsjde

- economic and social risksat the end of the silver and gold exploitatienigd (in about 17 years),
the region will again lack jobs, the unemploymeaterwill increase again and the environment will be
seriously degraded. On the other hand, the prajéetts about 38 % of the surface of the commurfeosia
Montara. About 1,800 inhabitants would have to be movednfthe area, as well as about 740 houses, and
several churches with their cemeteries. All thesitdimgs have to be demolished; therefore the conityu
(the majority of the inhabitants) has strongly opgmbthis project;

- juridical risks — these are generated by the project’s incomigititiith the legislation in Romania
and in the European Union, in the context of ownty being monitored by this European structurd an
Romania wishing to access E. U. in 2007. A studydeated by two juridical experts (P. Fischer and. A
Lengauer) from the European Law Institute of theversity of Vienna, entitled The Compatibility of the
Rasia Montani Mining Project in Romania to the Principles andris of the European Union and the
Legislation of the European Community” concludestitithe project does not observe the Directive
2001/42/EC of the European Parliament; the methodxtracting the gold by using cyanide does not
observe the Directive 80/68/EEC related to the qmtdn of the underground water; the compulsory
measures of relocating the population does notrebsart. 8 of the European Convention of Human Righ
that is already compulsory for Romania. If the pobjreceives the attribute ,of public interest tbe
economic benefit of Romania”, which could justifgr@in actions of compulsory relocating the popaoigt
this would still be strange as the Romanian patasronly 20 % of the stock. This percentage isstoall
in comparison to the international practice of tafging the underground resource;

- technological risks- the technology that supposes the extractionobd gnd silver and their
treatment with cyanide, is a serious danger forethdironment — there are several ,famous” veryosesi
accidents (Baia Mare; USA 1993, 1998; Australia5t ®hilippines 1999 etc.), caused in 72 % of theesa
by the flaws of the dams, 14 % - pipe fissure , 4do - transportation accidents. On the other hdrel
cyanide is not the only danger. The mud and the wsder are more dangerous because they contam tox
hard metals extracted from the ore and they are persistent than cyanide and they cannot be tisaetta
The technology supposes the ,destruction” of cyamiith sulphur dioxide, in reservoirs located ie thpen
air that represent another polluting agent.

Several other negative aspects that generate mgigrare related to the ecologic problems and the
conservation of the natural environment and ofttis¢orical and archaeological elements as in tea &or
mining exploitations there are also archaeologidak that are very valuable from a scientific pahview
and also unique in Europe.

Our conclusion, after analysing the potential rigkthis project, is that the project cannot stauits
extant form as it is a danger for many of the viale@omponents of the region.
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c) Possible alternatives for the RMGC mining projdéven if we take into account the most
optimistic hypothesis that the RMGC mining projéctnot to entail any major ecological, economic and
human risks for the Land of tiMori regional system (a hypothesis that should be editaihfrom the start)
the best sustainable development strategy for égeom should also focus on several other developmen
alternatives that should capitalise the extantuess.

Out of the viable alternatives, we mention thedwihg: superior wood processing; the development
of ,home industry” and of the textile sector; smaliits specialized in packing the natural local ¢uots;
workshops to manufacture the accessories necesséhe furniture industry; trading in the local weat
resources; developing tourism; attracting Europdands etc.

CONCLUSIONS

We have come to the conclusion tlgatid mining (and to a lesser amount, silver mining), is an
organic element of the regional system of the Lahthe Moyi. For centuries, this activity has had both
positive and negative features: it has generateskive fluxes of foreign population, beginning witie
Roman period (the foreigners came as specialidgt$)as determined the economic development of the
region; it has been a social cohesion factor; st len the generator of several revolutionary mevdsnfor
social rights; at present, it is a potential rdis&tion element of the region (even if for a shome)
generating a series of lively debates and disconttn. Nevertheless, gold mining is still an esisén
element for the life of many of the region’s inHabis, it is a factor of self-identification of tipeoples’
personality and the generator of one of the funetisubsystems of this region.

Forestry and wood industry, the activity with thesnsignificant impact in the economy of the Land
of theMori, besides mining and gold processing, are the safreconomic development in the region, even
if, at present, they go through a phase of inteéastucturing. In the future, both activities vk the main
vectors of economic development. Still, the moghi$icant problem to be solved is to make thesevities
efficient in order to reach the performance of &mfirms from the European Union. This development
trend is possible only through major investment, @sgecially, foreign investment.
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